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  NOTES


The Hunger Games
Notes


Suzanne Collins began her career writing for children’s television, working on several programs 
throughout the 1990s for such production companies as Nickelodeon, PBS, and the WB Television 
Network. During this time, she met the children’s book author and illustrator, James Proimos, who 
encouraged her to try writing children’s books. Inspired, Collins began writing her first book for 
young adults, a fantasy novel titled Gregor the Overlander, which was published by Scholastic in 
2003. That book became the first of a bestselling five-part series called The Underland Chronicles, the 
final volume of which was published in 2007.


Following the success of The Underland Chronicles, Collins began writing The Hunger Games, the 
first in what would soon become a popular trilogy involving the fiery sixteen-year-old protagonist, 
Katniss Everdeen. Set in a bleak, post-apocalyptic future, the novel tells the story of Katniss’s strug-
gle to survive the Hunger Games, a gladiator-style reality show that pits twenty-four teenage boys 
and girls against each other in a battle to the death. Combining elements of science fiction, romance, 
reality television, and Greek and Roman mythology, Collins creates a suspenseful, fast-paced story 
of survival under the most adverse conditions, expertly weaving in such universal motifs as: love 
and friendship, loyalty and betrayal, oppression and rebellion, honor, and sacrifice.


All references come from the Scholastic, Inc., edition of The Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins, 
copyright 2008.







3


The Hunger Games  TEACHING UNIT


  OBJECTIVES


The Hunger Games
Objectives


By the end of this Unit, the student will be able to:


1.  identify the form of narration used in the novel and provide an opinion on why Collins 
may have chosen this particular type of narration to tell the story.


2.  describe Katniss’s life in District 12 and explain how the title of the novel relates not only to 
the Hunger Games themselves, but also to Katniss’s daily struggle for survival in the Seam.


3.  discuss the tyrannical nature of the government of Panem and describe the various tactics 
that the Capitol uses to maintain its power, focusing in particular on the Hunger Games.


4.  provide examples of the divisions among the social classes of District 12, as well as the 
class differences between the people living in the Capitol and those living in the outlying 
districts.


5.  identify several of the many references to ancient Rome throughout the novel, pointing 
out how the Capitol is similar to ancient Rome and how the Hunger Games are analogous 
to the gladiator games that were fought there.


6.  explain the symbolic significance of Katniss’s covering Rue’s dead body with wildflowers 
and give reasons for why the Capitol would view this gesture as an act of rebellion.


7.  trace the evolution of the star-crossed lovers scenario between Katniss and Peeta, explain-
ing how the ploy proves crucial to the pair’s survival in the Games yet also causes confu-
sion and emotional pain for both of them.


8.  compare and contrast the following tributes, describing each one’s strategy for survival in 
the Games and pointing out the special skill or talent that each one brings to the contest:


9.  define dramatic irony and explain how Collins presents it with regard to Katniss’s inability 
to grasp the truth about Peeta’s feelings for her.
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10.  describe how Collins presents the concept of identity in the novel as it relates to both 
Katniss and Peeta; examine the extent to which each character remains true to his or her 
identity before, during, and after the Games.


11.  point out the symbolic significance of the apparent double suicide attempt and explain 
how it can be considered a rebellious act.


12.  examine how Collins alludes to Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet throughout the novel, identify-
ing some of the themes and plot elements that are present in both works, as well as the many 
parallels between Katniss and Peeta’s situation and that of the ill-fated lovers in the play.


13.  discuss the ways in which The Hunger Games is analogous to the ancient Greek myth of 
Theseus and the Minotaur, identifying the various similarities between the two works.


14.  write an essay comparing the Hunger Games to one or more contemporary reality television 
shows, pointing out similar elements and/or themes; discuss the concepts of manipulation, 
deception, and appearance vs. reality as they relate to both the Games and today’s reality TV 
shows.


15.  identify and describe the following secondary characters and explain their function in the 
plot, taking into account the ways in which they support some of the novel’s major concepts 
and/or themes:


16. identify the following symbols in the novel and explain the meaning and significance of each:
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  OBJECTIVES


17.  discuss the following motifs in The Hunger Games and explain how they help to structure 
the story and support some of the novel’s major concepts and/or themes:


18.  define the following literary terms that are discussed in the Unit and identify examples of 
them within the text:


19.  write an essay on one of the following themes or major concepts found in The Hunger 
Games, explaining the significance of the theme or concept and demonstrating how Col-
lins presents it in the novel:


 Themes:


divided and alienated from one another.


of effecting change.


well as those others.
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 Major Concepts:
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  TERMS AND DEFINITIONS


The Hunger Games
Terms and Definitions


Allusion – a reference to a person, place, poem, book, event, etc., which is not part of the story, 
that the author expects the reader will recognize. Example: In Romeo and Juliet, Mercutio 
alludes to several historical figures and Greek & Roman myths when he says that Juliet, 
in Romeo’s mind, is prettier than Dido, Cleopatra, Helen, Hero, and Thisbe.


Foreshadowing – the use of hints or clues in a story to suggest what action is to come. Foreshadow-
ing is frequently used to create interest and build suspense. Example: The prophet, Tiresias, 
in Oedipus Rex says that Oedipus is blind for not seeing the truth about his parentage and the 
murder of Laius. When Oedipus learns that he is the murderer and Jocasta is his mother, he 
blinds himself with his mother’s brooches.


Imagery – the use of words to evoke impressions and meanings that are more than just the ba-
sic, accepted definitions of the words themselves. Example: The quotation, “Get thee to a 
nunnery,” from Hamlet implies that Ophelia must regain her purity and chastity and does 
not simply mean that she needs to go to a convent.


Irony – a perception of inconsistency, sometimes humorous, in which the significance and 
understanding of a statement or event is changed by its context. Example: The firehouse 
burned down.


Dramatic Irony – the audience or reader knows more about a character’s situation than 
the character does and knows that the character’s understanding is incorrect. Example: 
In Medea, Creon asks, “What atrocities could she commit in one day?” The reader, how-
ever, knows Medea will destroy her family and Creon’s by day’s end.


Situational Irony – an event in a story that does not happen the way the audience or 
reader predicts. Example: In Great Expectations, Magwitch, not Miss Havisham, is Pip’s 
benefactor.


Verbal Irony – a discrepancy between what is said and what is really meant; sarcasm. 
Example: A large man whose nickname is “Tiny.”


Metaphor – a comparison of two things that are basically dissimilar in which one is described in 
terms of the other. Example: The moon, a haunting lantern, shone through the clouds.


Mood – the emotional aspect of the work, which contributes to the feeling the reader gets from 
the book. Example: Gothic novels like Frankenstein have a gloomy, dark quality to them, 
which the author reflects through the depiction of nature, character, and plot.
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  TERMS AND DEFINITIONS


Motif – a situation, incident, idea, or image that is repeated significantly in a literary work. Ex-
amples: In Hamlet, revenge is a frequently repeated idea. In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden 
continually comments on the phoniness of people he meets.


Narrator – the one who tells the story. The narrator must not be confused with “author,” the 
one who writes the story. If the narrator is a character in the book, the proper term is 
“first-person narration.” Example: Moby Dick is narrated by Ishmael, a crewmember. If 
the narrator is not a character in the book, the correct term is “third-person narration.” 
Example: Sense and Sensibility.


Personification – a figure of speech in which an object, abstract idea, or animal is given human 
characteristics. Examples: The wall did its best to keep out the invaders.


 “Because I could not stop for Death,
 He kindly stopped for me.”


    – Emily Dickinson


Protagonist – the central or main character in a story around whom the plot centers. Examples: 
Hester Prynne in The Scarlet Letter; David Copperfield in David Copperfield.


Simile – a comparison between two different things using either like or as. Examples: I am as 
hungry as a horse. The huge trees broke like twigs during the hurricane.


Symbol – an object, person, or place that has a meaning in itself and that also stands for some-
thing larger than itself, usually an idea or concept; some concrete thing which represents 
an abstraction. Example: The sea could be symbolic for “the unknown.” Since the sea is 
something that is physical and can be seen by the reader, and also has elements that can-
not be understood, it can be used symbolically to stand for the abstraction of “mystery,” 
“obscurity,” or “the unknown.”


Theme – the central or dominant idea behind the story; the most important aspect that emerges 
from how the book treats its subject. Sometimes theme is easy to see, but, at other times, 
it may be more difficult. Theme is usually expressed indirectly, as an element the reader 
must figure out. It is a universal statement about humanity, rather than a simple statement 
dealing with plot or characters in the story. Themes are generally hinted at through differ-
ent methods: a phrase or quotation that introduces the novel, a recurring element in the 
book, or an observation made that is reinforced through plot, dialogue, or characters. It 
must be emphasized that not all works of literature have themes in them. Example: In a 
story about a man who is diagnosed with cancer and, through medicine and will-power, 
returns to his former occupation, the theme might be: “Real courage is demonstrated 
through internal bravery and perseverance.” In a poem about a flower that grows, blooms, 
and dies, the theme might be: “Youth fades, and death comes to all.”
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  QUESTIONS FOR ESSAY AND DISCUSSION


The Hunger Games
Questions for Essay and Discussion


1.  What type of narration is used to tell the story? Why do you think Collins chose to utilize 
this form of narration? How might the story have been different if it had been told from a 
different perspective?


2.  Describe Katniss’s life in District 12. What is her daily routine like? Who are the most im-
portant people in her life? In what ways does her life drastically change when she is taken 
to the Capitol to participate in the Games? How might the title of the novel refer to both the 
Games themselves and to Katniss’s daily struggle for survival in the Seam?


3.  Discuss how Collins establishes from the first chapter that the government of Panem is 
oppressive. Why are people fearful of the Capitol? What rights do we have in our society 
that the people in the districts of Panem lack? How does Collins present the imbalance 
of wealth and power between the Capitol and the outlying districts? Describe the various 
tactics that the Capitol uses to maintain its power.


4.  Briefly summarize the history of Panem. How did the nation originate? What occurred during 
the Dark Days? What happened to District 13? Explain what the Treaty of Treason is. How do 
the Hunger Games relate to this treaty?


5.  Explain how the reaping system works. Which class of people suffers the most because of 
the way the system functions, and why?


6.  Why has Katniss always felt that she has owed Peeta? Why is Peeta forever connected 
with the concept of hope in Katniss’s mind?


7.  Discuss the character of Haymitch. What has happened to him as a result of his being a 
contestant in the Hunger Games? What are his duties and responsibilities as Katniss and 
Peeta’s mentor? In what ways does he prove himself to be a valuable teacher and a great 
asset to Katniss and Peeta during the Games, despite Katniss’s initial doubts about him?


8.  In what ways is the Capitol similar to ancient Rome? How are the Hunger Games similar 
to the ancient Roman gladiator games? 


9.  Compare and contrast life in the Capitol with life in the outlying districts. What things are 
abundantly available in the Capitol but are inaccessible in the districts? Explain how the 
people in the Capitol differ from those in the districts in terms of behavior, speech, dress, 
standards of beauty, and the way they view the Games.
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  QUESTIONS FOR ESSAY AND DISCUSSION


10.  In what ways is Cinna different from the other members of Katniss’s prep team? Why do 
you think he specifically chose to work with the tributes from District 12, the least desirable 
district in the country? How do his skills as a stylist prove invaluable to Katniss and Peeta 
during the Games? In what ways do his actions hint at rebellion against the Capitol?


11.  Describe Katniss’s relationship with Rue. How do the two girls become allies? Of whom does 
Rue remind Katniss, and why is this significant? How does Katniss comfort Rue as the young-
er girl is dying? Explain the symbolic significance of Katniss’s covering Rue’s dead body with 
wildflowers. 


12.  Explain the evolution of the star-crossed lovers scenario between Katniss and Peeta. In 
what ways does the romance angle benefit both Peeta and Katniss? How does it eventually 
become crucial to their survival in the Games? Despite its advantageous nature, what res-
ervations does Katniss have about her role in the star-crossed lovers scenario? How does 
the scenario ultimately cause confusion for Katniss and emotional pain for Peeta?


13.  Discuss how each of the following tributes deals with his or her situation in the Games. 
What special skill or talent does each one bring to the arena? Identify each one’s weapon of 
choice, where applicable. Compare and contrast their strategies for survival. After discuss-
ing the tributes, imagine yourself as a contestant in the Games. What special skills or abili-
ties would you bring to the Games? What would be your weapon of choice? What survival 
strategy would you adopt?


14.  Define dramatic irony, and explain how dramatic irony occurs as a result of Katniss’s in-
ability to grasp the truth about Peeta’s feelings for her. What does the reader know about 
Peeta’s true feelings that Katniss does not? How does this complicate their relationship? 
How does it relate to the star-crossed lovers scenario?


15.  Explore the concept of identity as it is presented in the novel. In what ways does Peeta 
remain true to his identity throughout the Games? To what extent does Katniss betray her 
identity during the Games, and how does she feel about misrepresenting herself?


16.  The struggle to remain true to oneself during times of adversity is a major concept in the 
novel. In what ways did Katniss have to “be” someone else in order to survive the Games? 
Do you think she had any other choice in the matter? Why or why not? Is Peeta right to 
be angry with her for deceiving him? Explain your opinions.
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  QUESTIONS FOR ESSAY AND DISCUSSION


17.  Compare and contrast Gale and Peeta, the two most important boys in Katniss’s life. What 
do they have in common? What are their differences? How does Katniss feel about each 
of them? In your opinion, is she in love with either boy? 


18.  Suzanne Collins has said that The Hunger Games was greatly influenced by the ancient Greek 
myth of Theseus and the Minotaur. Read a summary of this myth, and consider the following 
questions: How are the Hunger Games similar to the situation in the myth. Explain how the 
following concepts are presented in both stories: tyranny, manipulation, and sacrifice.


19.  Describe the shocking announcement that Claudius Templesmith makes after Cato’s body 
is removed, leaving only Katniss and Peeta in the arena. Why do the Gamemakers betray 
Katniss and Peeta in this manner? What do they want to achieve by pitting the two of them 
against one another?


20.  Explain how Katniss and Peeta ultimately thwart the Gamemakers. How risky had the plan 
been? What was its result?


21.  Read a plot summary of Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo and Juliet. To what extent is the 
situation between Peeta and Katniss similar to that of the ill-fated lovers in Shakespeare’s 
play? Compare and contrast the dramatic scene at the end of Chapter Twenty-five to the 
events in the final act of Romeo and Juliet. What similar themes and plot elements appear 
in both scenes? In what ways do the two scenes differ?


22.  Discuss the concept of sacrifice as Collins presents it in the novel. What great sacrifice 
does Katniss make for her sister, Prim, and why? What sacrifices do Peeta and Katniss 
make for one another throughout the Games? Explain how the concept of sacrifice is par-
ticularly emphasized in the final moments of the Games.


23.  Why does Katniss describe the post-Games interviews as “the most dangerous part of the 
Hunger Games”? What is expected of her at these interviews? What might happen to her 
and her family if she does not succeed? Explain how the situation emphasizes the follow-
ing major concepts: appearance vs. reality and the manipulation of identity.


24.  Discuss the ways in which Katniss reclaims her identity in the final chapter. How does the 
reclamation of her true identity affect the way she feels about Peeta? Do you think it is 
possible for Katniss and Peeta to have a future together upon their return to District 12? 
Give reasons to support your opinion.


25.  Suzanne Collins wrote The Hunger Games as part of a trilogy. The second book, Catching 
Fire, picks up where The Hunger Games leaves off. Now that Katniss and Peeta have won the 
Games, what do you think will happen to them in the next book? For example: Who will be 
waiting for them when they arrive back in District 12? Will they both end up living lives of 
luxury in the Victor’s Village? Will Katniss ever fall in love with Peeta? Will they continue to 
live under surveillance by the Capitol? What new dangers might the two of them face upon 
arriving home?
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  QUESTIONS FOR ESSAY AND DISCUSSION


26.  Write an essay on one of the following themes or major concepts found in The Hunger 
Games. Explain the significance of the concept or theme, and demonstrate how Collins 
presents it in the novel:


 Themes:


divided and alienated from one another.


of effecting change.


as those others.


 Major Concepts:
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  TEST


The Hunger Games
Test


1. Katniss is named after
 A. a type of water plant with edible roots.
 B. a feline animal related to the lynx.
 C. the grass that grows in the meadows of District 12.
 D. a rare flower found deep in the forest.
 E. a shiny black gemstone similar to onyx.


2. The chief industry of Rue’s district is
 A. lumber.
 B. livestock.
 C. electronics.
 D. agriculture.
 E. fishing. 


3. For Katniss, dandelions are a symbol of
 A. love.
 B. hope.
 C. suffering.
 D. friendship.
 E. poverty.


4. The Cornucopia is
 A. a giant structure filled with food and supplies for the tributes in the Hunger Games.
 B. the nickname for the black market located in the poorest section of District 12.
 C. a traditional feast that takes place each year before the Hunger Games begin.
 D. the place in the town square where citizens receive their monthly rations of oil and grain.
 E. the name of the restaurant where the tributes are taken for their first meal in the Capitol.


5. Katniss’s father was killed
 A. as a contestant in the Sixty-fourth Hunger Games.
 B. during a government crackdown on rebel groups in the districts.
 C. as a result of an explosion in the coal mines of District 12.
 D. in the act of saving Katniss from a pack of wild dogs in the forest.
 E. after being caught gathering food in a nearby meadow.


6. The nickname for the area in which Katniss and her family live is
 A. the Hob.
 B. the Seam.
 C. the Cellblock.
 D. the Corner.
 E. the Ravine.
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  TEST


7. A tracker jacker is
 A. a genetically modified type of killer wasp.
 B. a type of canine that is part wolf and part human.
 C. a device used to track the tributes during the Games.
 D. a member of the Capitol’s police force.
 E. a type of snare for trapping small animals.


8.  Which scene do the editors specifically omit from the program containing the highlights 
of the Games?


 A. the scene in which Cato is torn apart by the mutant mutts
 B. the scene in which Katniss kills the boy from District 1
 C. the scene in which Peeta saves Katniss from the Career Tributes
 D. the scene in which Thresh lets Katniss go in gratitude for her treatment of Rue
 E. the scene in which Katniss covers Rue’s dead body in wildflowers


9. Foxface dies as a result of
 A. a 50-foot fall from a tree.
 B. dehydration and hypothermia.
 C. ingesting poisonous berries.
 D. acute infection from a leg wound.
 E. a spear through the heart.


10. The first sponsor gift that Katniss receives is
 A. a loaf of bread from District 11.
 B. a basket containing rolls, fruit, cheese, and stew.
 C. a pot of hot broth.
 D. a small container of burn ointment.
 E. a syringe containing powerful antibiotics.


11. Who gives Katniss the mockingjay pin?
 A. her mother
 B. Prim
 C. Gale
 D. Madge
 E. Rue


12. Avoxes are
 A. dead tributes who have been transformed into killer wolves.
 B. people who have had their tongues cut out as punishment for treason.
 C. foxes that have been trained to hunt and kill humans.
 D. children who are too young for the reaping but old enough for tesserae.
 E. songbirds related to the mockingjay and commonly found in District 11.
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  TEST


13. Peeta is able to avoid the other tributes for the latter half of the Games by
 A. utilizing his tree climbing skills.
 B. expertly camouflaging himself.
 C. swimming to the other side of the lake.
 D. surrounding his camp with traps and snares.
 E. hiding in the tall grasses next to Thresh’s domain.


14. The following passage is an example of which literary term?


“… the rain interfered, running its icy fingers down my back, forcing me back to life.”


 A. simile
 B. alliteration
 C. personification
 D. allusion
 E. irony


15. As her last request before dying, Rue asks Katniss to
 A. hold her hand.
 B. stroke her hair.
 C. say a prayer for her.
 D. tell her a story.
 E. sing her a song.


16.  The theme of the costumes that Cinna creates for Katniss and Peeta’s appearance at the 
opening ceremonies is


 A. wind.
 B. fire.
 C. earth.
 D. ice.
 E. rain.


17.  To help them survive the Games, Haymitch gives Katniss and Peeta two crucial pieces of 
advice: Put as much distance as possible between themselves and the other tributes and


 A. build a sturdy shelter.
 B. locate a reliable food source.
 C. gather as many weapons as they can.
 D. find a source of water.
 E. always stick together.


18. Which of the following is NOT a contestant in the Hunger Games?
 A. Cato
 B. Thresh
 C. Shadow
 D. Glimmer
 E. Clove
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  TEST


19. Venia, Flavius, and Octavia are
 A. wealthy sponsors from District 1.
 B. Katniss’s friends in the Hob.
 C. the producers of the Games.
 D. Gale’s three youngest siblings.
 E. members of Katniss’s prep team.


20. Peeta’s parents are 
 A. butchers.
 B. bakers.
 C. pharmacists.
 D. dairy farmers.
 E. coal miners.


ESSAYS (CHOOSE ANY TWO)


1.  Discuss the function and tradition of the Hunger Games. What historical event caused the 
Capitol to institute the Games? Which districts have traditionally tended to win the Games, 
and why? Why does the Capitol force every citizen to watch the event? How do the Games 
aid the government in maintaining its power over the citizens of Panem?


2.  Compare the Hunger Games to one or more contemporary reality television shows. In what 
ways are the Hunger Games similar to today’s reality shows? Which, if any, aspects are dif-
ferent? Include in your answer a discussion of the concept of appearance vs. reality as it 
pertains to such shows. How does Collins emphasize this concept in the Hunger Games?


3.  Although the government of Panem does everything it can to keep its citizens under strict 
rule, it still is unable to quell the rebellious nature of several people or groups of people. 
Discuss the concept of rebellion by choosing two of the five incidents listed. For each inci-
dent, answer the following questions: Which character(s) are involved in the incident, and 
why do they choose to rebel? In what ways can the incident be viewed as an act of rebellion 
against the Capitol? What is the symbolic nature of the incident? What is the result of it?


4.  Choose at least two of the following symbols that appear in the novel. Explain the mean-
ing of each symbol and the context in which it appears. Point out how each symbol relates 
to one or more of the novel’s major concepts and/or themes:
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  TEST ANSWER KEY


The Hunger Games
Test Answer Key


1. A 6. B 11. D 16. B


2. D 7. A 12. B 17. D


3. B 8. E 13. B 18. C


4. A 9. C 14. C 19. E


5. C 10. D 15. E 20. B
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  STUDY GUIDE


The Hunger Games
Part I: “The Tributes”


Chapter 1


Vocabulary


apothecary – a place where medicines are sold; a pharmacy
claustrophobic – cramped, confined, closed in
deterrent – something that prevents or discourages
indifferent – uncaring; not interested
iridescent – shimmering, gleaming
maniacally – in a crazy or overexcited manner
obliterated – completely destroyed, wiped out
paraffin – wax used to make candles
paunchy – having a large belly
pelt – the hide and fur of an animal
poaching – illegally hunting and taking fish or game 
preposterous – ridiculous; outrageous
reaping – harvesting; gathering
repentance – remorse for one’s sins
sustenance – food, nourishment
torturous – painful, agonizing
unintelligible – impossible to understand or make sense of
vermin – bugs or other pests that carry disease
verve – energy; enthusiasm


1. Who is the narrator of the story? What form of narration is used?


 The narrator is a sixteen-year-old girl named Katniss Everdeen. The story is told using first-person 
narration. Katniss tells the story from her own point of view and uses the pronoun “I” throughout 
her narrative. 


2. Describe Katniss’s family members. How does she feel toward each of them? What happened 
to her father?


 Katniss has a mother and a younger sister. Her father was killed in a mine explosion when 
Katniss was eleven years old. She is still haunted by nightmares about his death, telling the 
reader, “Five years later, I still wake up screaming for him to run.”


 Katniss’s little sister, Prim, is twelve years old. She is fresh-faced, innocent, and looks up to 
Katniss. Katniss obviously loves Prim and is very protective of her. At one point, Katniss states, 
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“I protect Prim in every way I can, but I’m powerless against the reaping. The anguish I always 
feel when she’s in pain wells up in my chest and threatens to register on my face.”


 Katniss’s mother used to be beautiful but she now looks worn and beaten-down. She had been 
born into a merchant class and had lived in a nicer part of the district before meeting Katniss’s 
father. Depressed and lethargic since her husband’s death, she has been unable to meet her 
family’s needs. Katniss resents her mother for these reasons: “…all I can see is the woman who 
sat by, blank and unreachable, while her children turned to skin and bones. I try to forgive her 
for my father’s sake. But to be honest, I’m not the forgiving type.”


3. Point out at least two examples within the first few pages that indicate that Katniss’s family 
is very poor. Who provides for the family, and how?


 Answers may vary. Examples: In the first paragraph, the reader learns that the family’s bed 
coverings consist of “rough canvas” instead of soft, warm blankets. Katniss explains that when 
Prim initially brought Buttercup home, Katniss tried to drown the kitten because, according to 
her, the last thing the family needed was “another mouth to feed.” Energy resources are also 
scarce in the area in which the family lives. As Katniss explains, “…we’re lucky to get two or 
three hours of electricity in the evenings….”


 Katniss is the primary provider for the family. She hunts and forages for food, which she brings back 
for her mother and sister. She also provides the family with basic necessities such as bread, salt, and 
candle wax by trading meat and fish on the black market. The family gets milk from Prim’s goat.


4. Where do Katniss and her family live?


 Katniss and her family live at the edge of “the Seam,” a poor section of District 12. The district 
itself is one of twelve regions in the country of Panem and is ruled by a distant city called the 
Capitol.


5. What type of work do most of the people in the Seam do? How does the author use 
descriptive imagery in her depiction of the workers? What mood does she create with this 
type of imagery?


 Most of the people in the Seam work in the coal mines. Collins uses carefully chosen adjectives 
to evoke a vivid mental picture of the workers and the toll that mining has taken on them: “Men 
and women with hunched shoulders, swollen knuckles, many who have long since stopped 
trying to scrub the coal dust out of their broken nails, the lines of their sunken faces.” 


 Answers may vary. Example: Collins creates a mood of hopelessness, misery, and resignation 
with her description of the miners and their plight.
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6. As the novel begins, Katniss makes several references to something called “the reaping.” 
Find at least two quotes from the first several pages of the chapter, in which the reaping (or 
reaping day) is mentioned. How does the author create suspense through these references?


 Answers may vary. Example: Collins creates suspense in the first half of the chapter by alluding 
to the reaping several times but deliberately withholding an explanation of what the term 
actually means. Additionally, many of these references contain ominous notes. For example, 
the mysterious event is mentioned in the first paragraph, when Katniss wakes up to find her 
sister’s side of the bed empty. She thinks, “She must have had bad dreams and climbed in with 
our mother. Of course, she did. This is the day of the reaping.” The fact that Prim would have 
had bad dreams on the eve of the reaping suggests something disturbing about the day.


 Later, as Katniss makes her way through the Seam, she notes, “[T]oday the black cinder streets 
are empty. Shutters on the squat gray houses are closed. The reaping isn’t until two. May as well 
sleep in. If you can.” This passage also hints at the menacing nature of reaping day, implying that 
everyone in the neighborhood might find it difficult to sleep peacefully on such a day.


 Later in the chapter, Katniss and Gale jokingly mimic Effie Trinket, the “maniacally upbeat 
woman who arrives once a year to read out the names at the reaping.” Here, the reader learns 
that the reaping is somehow related to the Hunger Games, something that Katniss says she and 
Gale “have to joke about…because the alternative is to be scared out of your wits.” 


7. What are some indications within the first few pages that the government of Panem is 
oppressive?


 Katniss tells the reader that her father crafted the bow she uses to hunt with. She says that he 
could have made good money selling these bows but he never did because the government would 
have accused him of “inciting a rebellion.” The penalty for such a crime would have been public 
execution. It is clear that the government does not want anyone in the outlying districts to have 
access to weapons, even if the weapons are used merely for an individual’s survival.


 Freedom of speech is also restricted by the government. Katniss has learned to hold her tongue 
and keep her criticisms of the government to herself, for fear of getting her family into “more 
trouble.” Even while walking alone in the woods, she suddenly becomes afraid that someone 
might hear her as she talks to herself: “‘District Twelve. Where you can starve to death in 
safety,’ I mutter. Then I glance quickly over my shoulder. Even here, even in the middle of 
nowhere, you worry someone might overhear you.”


8. Describe Gale. How does Katniss feel about him?


 Gale is an eighteen-year-old boy who is Katniss’s closest friend. Like Katniss, he has black hair, 
an olive complexion, and gray eyes. Katniss says they look so much alike that they could be 
mistaken for brother and sister. Of Gale, Katniss says, “He’s good-looking, he’s strong enough 
to handle the work in the mines, and he can hunt.”
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 Katniss is very fond of Gale. She says that he is the only person with whom she can be herself. 
She considers him a cherished friend, as well as an invaluable hunting partner.


9. As Gale and Katniss sit together eating bread and gazing down at the valley, Gale says, 
“We could do it, you know.” What is he suggesting they do? What is Katniss’s response?


 Gale is suggesting they run away from the district and survive together in the woods. 


 Katniss thinks the idea is preposterous because neither of them would actually be willing to leave 
their families behind. Just as Katniss is the sole provider for her family, Gale is the only source 
of support for his family, which consists of two little brothers and a sister, as well as his mother. 
Katniss thinks, “Leave? How could I leave Prim, who is the only person in the world I’m certain 
I love? And Gale is devoted to his family. We can’t leave, so why bother talking about it?”


10. What is the Hob? Who are the Peacekeepers?


 The Hob is the black market where hunters like Katniss and Gale can trade their goods for other 
necessary supplies. It is located in an abandoned warehouse where coal had once been stored.


 Katniss does not yet explain the exact role of the Peacekeepers. However, they seem to be minor 
officials of the government who are in charge of enforcing certain laws and restrictions on the 
citizens—similar to a police force. Because they work for the government, they are not as poor 
as the residents of the Seam and, therefore, are in a separate social class. Many ignore some 
of the rules that they are supposed to enforce. For example, they shop at the black market for 
meat that has been acquired illegally.


11. Explain how the reaping system works, according to Katniss. Which class of people suffers 
the most because of the way the system operates?


 All boys and girls in all districts of Panem become eligible for the reaping at twelve years 
old. On the year they turn twelve, their name is entered into the lottery once. When they turn 
thirteen, their name is entered twice. The entries keep accumulating this way until the boy or 
girl turns eighteen, the final year of eligibility. 


12. A tessera is defined as a small tile that is used in a mosaic. In ancient times, tesserae were 
small pieces of wood or other hard objects used as tokens or tickets. How does the author 
incorporate both definitions into her use of tesserae?


 Tesserae are essentially used as a form of currency. Each tessera acts as a token or ticket that 
is worth a year’s supply of oil and grain for one person. All children of reaping age can receive 
tesserae by entering their names into the lottery multiple times. Typically, the children who choose 
to do this come from very poor families. For example, in order to receive enough oil and grain 
for herself, her mother, and Prim, Katniss has entered her name three additional times each year 
since the year she turned twelve. Because the entries are cumulative, Katniss, at age sixteen, now 
has twenty entries in the reaping lottery. She notes that Gale, who has been feeding a family of 
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five for the past seven years, now has forty-two entries in the lottery. Poor children obviously 
suffer the most because of this system. The odds of a poor child getting picked in the lottery are 
much greater than those of a middle class child.


 Tesserae can also be viewed as individual parts of an overall concept. Each tessera represents 
an individual, and all of them together create the pool for the reaping from which the tributes 
are drawn for the Hunger Games.


13. Identify at least two examples from the chapter indicating that District 12 is marked by 
deep divisions among the social classes.


 Answers may vary. Examples:


two distinct social classes of the district. People are labeled either “Seam” or “merchant,” 
depending on their occupations and level of wealth. People from the Seam do not typically 
associate with people in the merchant class, and vice versa.


does not have to take part in the tesserae system. Katniss explains that the tesserae system itself is a 
way for the government to plant hatred and distrust between the poor and the middle class. As she 
quotes Gale on the subject, “It’s to the Capitol’s advantage to have us divided among ourselves.”


14. Identify the simile that Katniss uses to describe the camera crews that have come to televise 
the reaping. What does this simile imply about these people and their line of work? Find at 
least two more examples of simile in the chapter.


 Katniss says, “…there’s an air of grimness. The camera crews, perched like buzzards on rooftops, 


camera crews to buzzards, Katniss is likening them to creatures that depend on the death of 
others for their own survival. 


 Answers may vary. Examples: Katniss uses two similes when she describes Prim: “Prim’s face 
is as fresh as a raindrop, as lovely as the primrose for which she was named.” Another simile 
is Katniss’s description of the silence of the electrified fence: “it’s silent as a stone.” 


15. As an introduction to the ceremony, the mayor reads an account of the history of Panem. 
Briefly summarize the country’s history. How does the country’s past relate to the current 
tradition of the Hunger Games?


 According to the mayor, Panem “rose up out of the ashes of a place that was once called North 
America.” Apparently, the continent had suffered numerous natural and man-made disasters, 
including droughts, storms, fires, encroaching seas, and a brutal war for limited resources. 
After the calamities, the country of Panem was founded. It contained a Capitol which was 
surrounded by thirteen districts. Peace and prosperity reigned in Panem until the Dark Days, 
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when the districts began to rise up against the Capitol. Eventually, twelve districts were defeated 
in the rebellion, and the thirteenth district was completely destroyed. 


 The Hunger Games are part of the Treaty of Treason, a set of laws drawn up by the government 
following the failed rebellion. These new laws and traditions are meant to guarantee peace and 
to remind citizens that such uprisings must never happen again.


16. Explain the rules of the Hunger Games. What does the winner receive?


 Every year, each district must provide one girl and one boy to participate in the Hunger Games. 
These twenty-four youths, called “tributes,” are locked inside a giant outdoor arena where they 
must fight each other to the death. The one surviving tribute wins the game. 


 The winner receives a life of ease upon returning home. Additionally, the winner’s district is 
given prizes all year long, which typically consist of food. As Katniss explains, “All year, the 
Capitol will show the winning district gifts of grain and oil and even delicacies like sugar while 
the rest of us battle starvation.”


17. According to Katniss, what is the “real message” that the government intends to send to 
its citizens through the tradition of the Hunger Games?


 Katniss says that the Hunger Games is a way for the government to remind its citizens that 
they are totally at the mercy of the state and that they would never survive another uprising: 
“Whatever words they use, the real message is clear. ‘Look how we take your children and 
sacrifice them and there’s nothing you can do. If you lift a finger, we will destroy every last one 
of you. Just as we did in District Thirteen.’”


18. In what ways are the Hunger Games used as entertainment or a type of festivity? Why 
does the Capitol require its citizens to view the Games this way?


 Answers may vary. Examples:


the streets, and some people even make bets on whose names will be chosen for the Games. 


are relieved that their children have been spared for at least another year. 


church or to a social event.


this makes the event even more humiliating and painful for the participants, as well as the 
viewers. Treating the Games as an exciting competition instills in the public the idea that all 
of the districts are pitted against one another. Students may realize that this is also another 
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way of dividing people so that they cannot band together against the Capitol. Instead of 
fighting the real enemy—the oppressive government—the districts are forced to fight one 
another and view it as a thrilling sporting event.


19. Who is Haymitch Abernathy? How does he behave at the reaping ceremony? What might 
his behavior indicate about the lasting effect of the Hunger Games on its participants?


 District 12 has had only two winners of the Hunger Games in seventy-four years. Haymitch 
Abernathy, now an out-of-shape, middle-aged man, is the only one of those two who is still alive.


 Haymitch is very drunk. He staggers onto the stage while yelling incoherently. He appears 
confused and even tries to give Effie Trinket a hug, which embarrasses and distresses her.


 Answers may vary. Example: Haymitch Abernathy’s alcoholism may be the result of the physical 
and psychological trauma that he experienced as a participant in the Hunger Games. He seems 
to be using alcohol to escape from the pain of reality.


20. Whose name is the first to be drawn in the reaping? What is ironic about this circumstance?


 The first name to be drawn is Primrose Everdeen. This situation is ironic because Katniss has 
been desperately hoping that the name about to be drawn will not be her own. She had never 
considered that Prim would be chosen. As she had previously expressed about Prim’s chances 
of being picked, “She’s about as safe as you can get, since she’s only entered once. I wouldn’t let 
her take out any tesserae. But she’s worried about me. That the unthinkable might happen.”


Chapter 2


Vocabulary


condone – to accept (something wrong or offensive); to excuse or forgive
dissent – disagreement, opposition
mesmerized – hypnotized; captivated
protocol – a standard procedure or practice
relentless – unstoppable; persistent
synonymous – having the same meaning
tenuous – fragile, delicate
valor – courage, bravery
vaporized – reduced to nothing; destroyed
weal – a raised mark on the skin resulting from a blow


1. What does Katniss do as Prim is about to climb onto the stage to accept her fate? Why is 
her action shocking?


 Katniss volunteers to take Prim’s place as this year’s female tribute. 
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 Her action is shocking because District 12 has not had a volunteer tribute in decades. In poorer 
districts like District 12, winning the reaping almost always means certain death. Katniss 
explains it the following way: “In some districts, in which winning the reaping is such a great 
honor, people are eager to risk their lives…But in District 12, where the word tribute is pretty 
much synonymous with the word corpse, volunteers are all but extinct.”


2. Although Katniss is upset and emotionally overwhelmed, she refuses to cry. Why?


 Katniss knows that if she cries, everyone will make note of her tears when the footage of the 
reaping is televised later. She will then be seen as an easy target in the Games. She refuses to 
give anyone the satisfaction of viewing her as a weakling.


3. According to Katniss, what is the “boldest form of dissent” that the citizens of District 12 
can manage? 


 When Effie Trinket calls for a big round of applause after Katniss volunteers as a tribute, not 
a single person claps. According to Katniss, their silence is the boldest form of dissent they can 
manage: “Silence. Which says we do not agree. We do not condone. All of this is wrong.”


4. Describe the unexpected gesture that the members of the crowd make toward Katniss. 
What does it signify?


 Every member of the crowd touches the three middle fingers of their left hand to their lips and 
then salutes Katniss with that hand.


 The gesture is an old and rarely used sign of love, respect, and admiration. Ominously, it is sometimes 
used at funerals. According to Katniss, “It means thanks, it means admiration, it means good-bye to 
someone you love.” 


5. When Katniss learns that Peeta Mellark will be the male tribute, she reacts with distress 
and alarm. Why does she feel conflicted about this situation?


 After her father died, Katniss and her family had been on the brink of starvation. One day, 
Katniss was desperately searching for food scraps in the trash bins behind the stores in town, 
to no avail. She soon found herself in back of the bakery owned by Peeta’s parents. Peeta saw 
Katniss suffering and risked a beating from his mother to bring bread to her. That bread most 
likely saved the lives of Katniss and her family. However, she was never able to thank Peeta, 
and she feels like she owes him something.


 In the Hunger Games, all tributes are pitted against one another to the death. Katniss is 


person to whom she practically owes her life.
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6. Find an example of personification Katniss uses in her description of stumbling around 
in the rain searching for food.


 Katniss says, “I stood mesmerized by the heat and the luscious scent until the rain interfered, 
running its icy fingers down my back, forcing me back to life.” In this example, Katniss personifies 
the rain by giving it human characteristics. The use of personification here also gives the rain a 
threatening or menacing quality, as if it is knowingly and intentionally taunting Katniss.


7. What does the dandelion symbolize in the following quote? How is it connected to Peeta 
in Katniss’s mind?


“To this day, I can never shake the connection between this boy, Peeta Mellark, and the bread that 
gave me hope, and the dandelion that reminded me that I was not doomed.”


 The dandelion represents spring, which, in turn, symbolizes hope for Katniss. Near the end of the 
winter of starvation, she had seen the first dandelion of the year, and it made her remember all 
the time she had spent in the woods with her father, hunting and gathering. At that moment, she 
suddenly realized that she could now provide for her family. The barren winter was finally over, and 
she would now be able to go into the woods to gather food the way her father had taught her.


 The dandelion is connected to Peeta in Katniss’s mind because she had noticed the first one that 
early spring morning after Peeta had given her the bread. She had stood gazing at him in the 
schoolyard, thinking of his kind act. Their eyes had met for a brief moment. Then, when she 
dropped her gaze, she saw the dandelion, a sign of spring, and suddenly knew that she and 
her family were going to survive. As a result, the dandelion and its promise of hope are forever 
linked to Peeta in Katniss’s mind.
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Chapter 3


Vocabulary


blather – empty talk; nonsense
concoction – a mixture, a blend
decrepit – rundown, falling apart
disgruntled – unhappy; irritated
enunciate – to pronounce clearly
evasive – deliberately vague; not honest or direct
immobilizing – having the ability to stop all movement or action; paralyzing
insurmountable – impossible to conquer; overwhelming
maces – heavy clubs with metal spikes on the tops
mentor – a teacher or guide
replicate – to imitate or copy
sanctioned – authorized, approved


1. What parting advice does Katniss give to her sister and mother? How will they get by without 
her, according to Katniss?


 Katniss says that Prim must not take any tesserae. Instead, Prim and her mother can survive 
by selling Prim’s goat milk and cheese, as well as some of the herbs and medicines their mother 
prepares. Katniss adds that Gale will bring them animal meat while she is gone.


 Katniss also makes her mother promise that she will not withdraw again into her depression like 
she had done after the death of Katniss’s father: “You can’t clock out and leave Prim on her own. 
There’s no me now to keep you both alive…You have to promise me you’ll fight through it!”


2. When Prim says that maybe Katniss can win the competition, Katniss thinks, “I can’t 
win.” What are her reasons for thinking this?


 She believes that the contest will be beyond her skills and abilities. The other contestants will 
include kids from wealthier districts, who view the Hunger Games as a great honor and have 
trained their whole lives for the competition. There also will be boys who are two to three times 
the size of her and girls “who know twenty different ways to kill you with a knife.”


3. In addition to her family, who are Katniss’s three visitors? What does each of them give to 
her?


 Her first visitor is Peeta’s father, the town baker. He gives her cookies, a luxury item she and 
her family are never able to buy. Before he departs, he tells Katniss that he will keep an eye on 
Prim and make sure that the young girl is eating.
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 Madge is her next visitor. She gives Katniss a pin to wear during the Games. It is a circular 


a kiss before she leaves.


 Gale is her last visitor. He gives her a hug and imparts some crucial advice on how to survive 
the Games. He says that she must get a bow or make one, as this is the type of weapon at which 
she is skilled. 


4. What additional advice does Gale give to Katniss about survival in the Games? What is it 
about this advice that makes her uneasy?


 Gale tells her to view the other tributes as prey, similar to the animals that Katniss hunts in the 
woods. When she protests that killing other people is not the same as hunting animals, Gale 
replies, “How different can it be, really?” Katniss thinks, “The awful thing is that if I can forget 
they’re people, it will be no different at all.” Katniss is sickened by the thought that she will 
be expected to kill other teenagers to secure her own survival in the Games. Moreover, she is 
unwilling to dehumanize the other tributes in order to make the killing easier, as Gale suggests. 
What frightens her most is that if she is able to forget that the other tributes are human, she 
will have lost her sense of morality.


5. As Katniss looks more closely at the pin that Madge has given her, she realizes that the small 
golden bird with a ring around it is a mockingjay. Briefly explain what a mockingjay is. Why 
are such birds “something of a slap in the face to the Capitol,” according to Katniss?


 Mockingjays are a hybrid species of bird—a cross between a mockingbird and a jabberjay. 
Jabberjays were birds that had been genetically altered and bred by the Capitol to be used 
as weapons during the rebellion. Because they were able to memorize and repeat entire 
conversations, the government used the birds to spy on known insurgents and gather information 
about the rebels’ activities. However, once the rebels figured out what was happening, they 
began feeding the birds misinformation. Eventually, the program was halted, and the jabberjays 
were released into the wild to die off. Instead of dying off, however, they mated with female 
mockingbirds and created a new hybrid—the mockingjay.


 Mockingjays are like a slap in the face to the Capitol because they are living proof that the 
government, with all of its power and resources, had once been outwitted by the rebels.


6. Why is the mockingjay pin comforting to Katniss? What might mockingjays symbolize?


 The pin is comforting to Katniss because it reminds her of her father, who had been especially 
fond of mockingjays. The new species had gradually lost its ability to record entire conversations 
but it became adept at replicating melodies. Whenever Katniss and her father would go hunting, 
her father would sing complex songs that the birds would then echo. The pin reminds her of 
these happy, peaceful times with him. She says, “It’s like having a piece of my father with me, 
protecting me.”
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 Answers may vary. Example: Because their ancestors had been created in the Capitol’s labs but 
the birds have since evolved to thrive in the wild, the mockingjays can be seen as symbols of 
endurance, adaptation, and survival. Therefore, Katniss’s mockingjay pin associates her with 
these same qualities.


 Other interpretations are also possible. The mockingjays have evolved from weapons of war to 
creatures that now bring only joy and comfort to people. In this way, it can be argued that the 
birds symbolize the triumph of peace over war, harmony over discord, and love over hate.


7. Near the end of the chapter, the reader learns that Haymitch Abernathy will be Katniss and 
Peeta’s mentor. What are the duties of a mentor, according to Effie Trinket? Do you think that 
Haymitch will be able to live up to these responsibilities? Give reasons for your opinion.


 According to Effie Trinket, the mentor is each tribute’s “lifeline to the world” in the Games. 
The mentor’s duties include: advising, lining up sponsors, and dictating the presentation of any 
gifts. Effie stresses to Katniss and Peeta that Haymitch “can well be the difference between your 
life and your death!”


 Opinions will vary.


Chapter 4


Vocabulary


deflect – to block; to ward off
detest – to hate
gnarled – knotted, twisted
gorged – stuffed 
grandeur – greatness, magnificence, splendor
incoherent – unable to speak or think clearly
inexplicable – mysterious; puzzling
oblivion – unconsciousness; nothingness
obscenities – swears, curses
parchment – paper made from the skin of an animal
tureen – a deep serving dish


1. When Katniss realizes that Peeta has been acting out of kindness, she becomes anxious 
and disturbed. Why does this knowledge distress her, and what decision does she make 
regarding it? Describe the symbolic action she takes after coming to her decision.


 To Katniss, “a kind Peeta Mellark is far more dangerous to [her] than an unkind one.” This is 
because kind people have a way of affecting her emotionally and perhaps making her vulnerable. 
If she allows herself to view Peeta as a friend, it will be all the more painful when they are forced 
to turn on one another during the Games.
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 To prevent herself from getting any closer to Peeta, Katniss decides to have as little to do with 
him as possible from this moment on. She begins by taking the symbolic action of throwing 
the cookies that Peeta’s father gave her out of the train. Significantly, however, the package of 
cookies lands right in a patch of dandelions, reminding her once again that it was Peeta who 
had helped her and given her hope during one of her darkest times.


2. In this chapter, the reader learns the significance of Katniss’s name. What was she named 
after? 


 She was named after a type of plant called “katniss” that grows in the water and contains 
edible roots.


3. Katniss says that her father used to jokingly tell her, “As long as you can find yourself, you’ll 
never starve.” How can his words be interpreted both literally and metaphorically?


 Answers may vary. Example: Literally, her father had been referring to the fact that katniss root 
is edible. Katniss notes that when such roots are boiled or baked, they are as good as potatoes.


 Her father’s words can also be interpreted metaphorically. The phrase “to find oneself” can mean 
to achieve knowledge or self-awareness. In this sense, Katniss’s father may have been telling her 
that as long as she remains true to herself, she will survive.


4. According to Katniss, why does District 12 never stand a chance in the Hunger Games? 
How is Haymitch mainly at fault for this situation?


 Part of the reason is due to the poverty in District 12. Many tributes are underfed and lack 
training. However, Katniss notes that even the few tributes who have been strong enough to 
compete have lost in the Games because of a lack of sponsorship, and it is Haymitch who is 
mainly responsible for obtaining sponsors. Rich people who are interested in backing tributes 
do not want to be associated with an embarrassing alcoholic like Haymitch Abernathy.


5. What deal do Katniss and Peeta make with Haymitch in this chapter?


 They agree to not interfere with his drinking. In return, he will stay sober enough to help them. 
They consent to the deal only because it is better than having no help at all.


6. Describe the Capitol as Katniss and Peeta see it from the window of the train. In what 
ways does the Capitol appear unreal, artificial, or lacking in substance?


 At first, it appears to be a grand and magnificent place. There are towering skyscrapers that 
shine in a rainbow of different colors, gleaming cars, wide paved streets, and strangely dressed 
people with painted faces and bizarre hair styles. 
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 Although the Capitol exudes splendor and majesty, Katniss notes that it does not seem real. 
Instead, it appears garish and artificial: “All the colors seem artificial, the pinks too deep, the 


never afford to buy at the tiny sweet shop in District 12.”


7. What are Katniss’s thoughts about Peeta as the chapter comes to a close?


 She thinks she may have misjudged him because he appears to be shrewder and more cunning 
than she had expected him to be. For example, after smiling and waving at the gawking crowd, 
he pragmatically tells her, “Who knows?…One of them may be rich.” Katniss now sees that 
Peeta is already thinking about his own survival. She concludes, “Which also means that kind 
Peeta Mellark, the boy who gave me the bread, is fighting hard to kill me.” 


Chapter 5


Vocabulary


affectations – showy behaviors; artificial mannerisms
complementary – matching; corresponding
despicable – hateful; disgraceful 
engulfed – surrounded, overtaken
flamboyant – showy, flashy
grotesque – ugly; monstrous 
prestigious – important, prominent
tangible – able to be touched or felt; physical
unitard – a tight-fitting body suit


1. Collins has said that she intended for the Capitol to resemble ancient Rome and for the 
Hunger Games to parallel the brutal gladiator games that took place there. Find at least 
two references to ancient Rome in this chapter.


 Answers may vary. Examples: Perhaps the most obvious references to ancient Rome are the 
names of the people on Katniss’s prep team. Venia, Flavius, Octavia, Cinna, and Portia are all 
names of ancient Roman origin. Students can be asked to research one or more of these names, 
and identify the historical figures with which they are associated.


 Another allusion to ancient Rome is the Capitol’s use of horse-drawn chariots to carry the tributes 
to the City Circle during the opening ceremonies. Additionally, Katniss notes that the tributes from 
District 1 are wearing tunics, a type of garment typically worn in ancient Greece and Rome.
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2. When Katniss’s prep team finishes scrubbing her and removing nearly every bit of hair 
from her body, Flavius looks at her and says, “Excellent! You almost look like a human 
being now!” What is ironic about his statement?


 Answers may vary. Example: Flavius says these words after the prep team has subjected Katniss 
to bizarre and painful procedures designed to “remake” her. The statement is ironic because 
such procedures are actually dehumanizing rather that humanizing. As the prep team scrubs 
at her and strips away her hair, Katniss notes that she feels less like a person and more like “a 
plucked bird, ready for roasting.”


 Also ironic is the fact that Flavius and the other prep team members have altered their own bodies so 
much that they no longer resemble human beings themselves anymore. For example, Venia has blue 
hair and tattoos above her eyebrows, Flavius has orange hair and wears purple lipstick, and Octavia’s 
entire body has been dyed green. As Katniss stands naked before them, she thinks, “I know I should be 
embarrassed, but they’re so unlike people that I’m no more self-conscious than if a trio of oddly colored 
birds were pecking around my feet.” Essentially, the prep team’s idea of what it means to “look like a 
human being” is ridiculous because it is incompatible with what a human being actually looks like.


3. In what ways is Cinna different from the other members of Katniss’s prep team?


 To Katniss’s surprise, Cinna looks much more “normal” than the others. His hair is a natural 
shade of brown, and he wears a simple black shirt and pants. The only makeup he wears is 
a light layer of eyeliner that Katniss actually finds attractive. In addition, Cinna speaks in a 
quiet voice and does not exhibit the same showy, pretentious behavior that the others do. He 
treats Katniss with respect and even admires her braids. Katniss says of Cinna, “I had expected 


me as a piece of meat to be prepared for a platter. Cinna has met none of these expectations.” 
Perhaps the most surprising thing about Cinna is that he actually chose to work with District 
12, the least desirable district in the country, according to Katniss.


4. Describe the costumes that Cinna and Portia create for Katniss and Peeta. How does the 
crowd react to the two of them when they arrive by chariot in City Circle?


 


rolls through the streets.


 The crowd goes wild for Katniss and Peeta. People cannot keep their eyes off the dazzling 
couple and begin shouting, “District Twelve!” Even Katniss is able to see how stunning they 
both look when she views herself and Peeta on one of the large television screens. The crowd 
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5. How does Katniss respond to the crowd’s reaction?


 Katniss is overwhelmed and excited by the crowd’s reaction. She also is aware that people’s adoration 
for her will help her in the Games: “The pounding music, the cheers, the admiration work their way 
into my blood, and I can’t suppress my excitement. Cinna has given me a great advantage. No one 
will forget me. Not my look, not my name. Katniss. The girl who was on fire.” Encouraged by the 
crowd’s response, she feels a glimmer of hope for the first time. She realizes that she may indeed be 
able to get sponsorship now, which will give her a great advantage in the Games.


6. After lighting the costumes, Cinna has one final idea to make the crowd go wild for Katniss 
and Peeta. What does he tell them to do? How does Katniss feel about this request?


 Cinna tells Katniss and Peeta to hold hands.


 Katniss feels that the handholding is somewhat deceitful because she and Peeta, like all of the 
other tributes, will soon be adversaries of one another. She says, “I can’t help feeling strange 
about the way Cinna has linked us together. It’s not really fair to present us as a team and then 
lock us in the arena to kill each other.”


Chapter 6


Vocabulary


adversaries – enemies, opponents
barbarism – crude or uncivilized behavior
hovercraft – a vehicle that can move over land or water by way of a cushion of air 


created by powerful fans
maimed – severely injured; mutilated
mandatory – required by authority
surveillance – close observation


1. What comment of Effie Trinket’s does Katniss find ironic, and why?


 Effie says that she has been talking up Katniss and Peeta all day in hopes of winning sponsors 
for them. One of her crucial points is that the two teenagers have “both successfully struggled to 
overcome the barbarism of [their] district.” Katniss finds this remark ironic because if anyone 
should be accused of barbarism, it is Effie Trinket herself and all of the other Capitol officials 
that are responsible for the Hunger Games. As Katniss angrily notes, “Barbarism? That’s ironic 
coming from a woman helping to prepare us for slaughter.”
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2. At dinner, Katniss thinks she recognizes the serving girl with the dark red hair but she 
is unable to place her. Effie Trinket then snaps, “Don’t be ridiculous, Katniss. How could 
you possibly know an Avox?” What is an Avox?


 An Avox is a person who has committed a crime, typically the crime of treason. As punishment 
for breaking the law, traitors such as the redheaded girl have had their tongues cut out by the 
government so that they are unable to speak.


 Students may be interested to note that the word avox directly relates to this practice. The word 
can be broken down into the prefix a—(which means “without”) and the Latin word vox (which 
means “voice”). 


3. What does Haymitch mean when he says that the handholding between Katniss and Peeta 
had been “the perfect touch of rebellion”?


 He means that their handholding had gone against everything that is normally expected of the 
contestants. In the Hunger Games, all of the tributes are solely concerned with their own survival. 
Therefore, they tend to view all other tributes—even those from their own district—as enemies or 
opponents. By holding hands, Katniss and Peeta have projected an image of friendship, solidarity, 
and perhaps even romantic love—an extraordinary image that may be the first of its kind in the 


touching or acknowledging each other, as if their fellow tribute did not exist…I know what 
Haymitch means. Presenting ourselves not as adversaries but as friends has distinguished us as 
much as the fiery costumes.”


4. When the two of them are alone on the roof, Katniss finally reveals to Peeta how she came 
to recognize the redheaded girl. Briefly summarize the story she tells about the girl.


 One day, she and Gale had been hidden in the forest, waiting for game to appear. From their 
hiding place, they saw a girl and boy in tattered clothing running through the woods. It was 
obvious to Katniss and Gale that the frantic couple was not from District 12 and was clearly 
in some kind of trouble. Suddenly, a hovercraft appeared above them. The people in the craft 
dropped down a net and captured the girl. Then, they shot a spear through the boy, apparently 
killing him, and carried him up as well. A moment later, the hovercraft was gone.


 What Katniss does not tell Peeta is that the girl had actually seen her and Gale at one point. 
She reveals to the reader, “There was a moment, after the birdcall, but before the hovercraft, 
where the girl had seen us. She’d locked eyes with me and called out for help. But neither Gale 
or I had responded.”
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5. Katniss says she is sure that the boy and girl had been from the Capitol. She then wonders 
why they would have left the Capitol, since “they had everything here. No cause to rebel.” 
What does the couple’s escape attempt suggest about the reality of life in the Capitol?


 Answers may vary. Example: It suggests that life in the Capitol may be just as bad in some 
ways as life in the districts, contrary to what people outside of the Capitol tend to assume. 
For example, Katniss cannot conceive of why anyone would want to escape from the Capitol 
because, from what she has seen of it so far, it has everything a person could want—plentiful 
food, shining skyscrapers, the latest technologies, and every luxury imaginable. However, the 
couple’s escape attempt indicates that there are crucial things that the oppressive Capitol lacks 
and that these things are more important than any material luxury. 


6. When Katniss returns to her room, the redheaded girl is there tidying it up. What does 
Katniss wish she could say to the girl? To what does she compare her passivity upon 
seeing the girl and boy fleeing through the woods that day?


 Katniss wishes that she could apologize to the girl. She feels guilty and ashamed for not trying 
to help her and her companion. She thinks, “I let the Capitol kill the boy and mutilate her 
without lifting a finger.”


 Katniss compares her passivity to a spectator watching the Hunger Games, someone who witnesses 
the suffering and/or death of another and does absolutely nothing about it. Katniss now feels that 
she is in the same position that the girl had been in.
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Chapter 7


Vocabulary


amiable – friendly; agreeable 
animate – to liven up
arbitrarily – randomly; without a method or reason
arrogance – self-importance, conceit
brutality – cruelty, viciousness
deluged – soaked, drenched; engulfed 
demean – to put down; to insult
emaciated – extremely thin from lack of food
exertion – hard work; effort
glower – to frown or scowl 
inaccessible – beyond one’s reach; not easily obtained
intimidate – to threaten or frighten
oblivious – unaware, ignorant
resourcefulness – the ability to cope with a difficult situation cleverly and skillfully
skewer – to stab; to spear
surly – rude, disagreeable 


1. Katniss awakens after a night of disturbing dreams. What did she dream about? What 
might be significant about her having bitten the side of her cheek in her sleep?


 Her dreams are a horrifying mixture of interconnected images: the face of the redheaded girl, 
brutal scenes from previous Hunger Games, her mother depressed and unreachable, Prim 
terrified and wasting away from starvation, the mine explosion that killed her father.


 Answers may vary. Example: Katniss wakes up with the taste of blood in her mouth: “I must 


taste blood.” Katniss’s bloody mouth, which evokes the image of the mutilated mouth of the 
redheaded girl, figuratively connects her to the girl. Katniss already feels an uneasy bond with 
the girl because of the incident in the woods, and, as previously noted, she is now in nearly the 
same position as the girl had been in. Both young women are essentially victims of the Capitol’s 
brutal and overpowering regime.


2. What are some indications that Peeta likes Katniss more than she has realized up to this 
point? Provide at least two examples from this chapter or the previous chapter. How does 
Katniss feel about Peeta’s feelings for her?


 Answers may vary. Examples: Peeta says that Katniss has no idea of the effect that she can have 
on people, implying that she has greatly affected him. In the previous chapter, he had asked a lot 
about Gale, apparently trying to find out if Gale was her boyfriend. Additionally, Katniss notes 
that Peeta has been paying a lot of attention to her ever since they arrived in the Capitol.
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 Initially, Katniss is confused and unsure of Peeta’s motivations. Sometimes she even interprets 
one of his compliments as an insult. Slowly, however, it dawns on her that he finds her appealing. 
She thinks it is strange, but admits that she has been paying attention to him lately as well: 
“[A]pparently, I have not been as oblivious to him as I imagined, either…I have kept track of 
the boy with the bread.”


3. Describe Katniss’s thoughts as she looks over the other tributes at the Training Center. 
Who are the Career Tributes, and what makes them threatening?


 Katniss notes with despair that nearly all of the boys and at least half of the girls are larger 
than her. However, she realizes that many of them have that hollow, unhealthy look about them 
that comes from being underfed. She concludes that, even though she is small and thin, she is 
strong and very likely has a healthier body than many of the other tributes.


 The Career Tributes are kids from the wealthier districts who have been in training for the 
Games for most of their lives. They are well-fed and extremely healthy, which makes them a 
danger and a threat to the tributes from the poorer districts. In addition, they project a menacing 
attitude, working exclusively with the most deadly weapons and deliberately intimidating the 
others with their skills.


4. Who is Rue? To what does Katniss compare her? Why does Rue remind Katniss of her 
sister, Prim?


 Rue is the twelve-year-old contestant from District 11. She is very small, and looks even younger 
than she is. Katniss compares her to a bird: “She has bright, dark eyes and satiny brown skin 
and stands tilted up on her toes with her arms slightly extended to her sides, as if ready to take 
wing at the slightest sound. It’s impossible not to think of a bird.”


 Rue reminds Katniss of Prim because the girls are the same age, and they are small, delicate, 


5. What shocking thing does Katniss do at the end of her archery demonstration? Why does 
she do it?


 Katniss performs several skillful feats with the bow but soon realizes that most of the Gamemakers 
are not even paying attention to her. Instead, they are preoccupied by a roast pig that has just been 
brought to their banquet table. Katniss is enraged at their disrespectful behavior: “Suddenly I am 
furious, that with my life on the line, they don’t even have the decency to pay attention to me.” 
Impulsively, Katniss shoots an arrow straight at the Gamemakers’ table, which spears the apple 
from the mouth of the roast pig and pins it to the wall beyond. The Gamemakers are shocked and 
stunned. Katniss then sarcastically states, “Thank you for your consideration,” and walks out.
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Chapter 8


Vocabulary


arduous – extremely difficult
confidant – a trusted friend; a person with whom one can share secrets
defiantly – in a bold or rebellious manner
guffaws – laughs in a loud and rowdy way
irredeemably – hopelessly
leniency – mercy, tolerance
menacing – scary; threatening
mischievously – in a playful or sly manner
pungent – sharp; strong 


1. After her shocking act at the archery demonstration, Katniss locks herself in her room and 
sobs. Why is she crying? What are her greatest fears at this moment?


 Katniss is angry with herself for her behavior toward the Gamemakers. She feels like she has 
now ruined any chance she may have had in the Games. She wonders if they will arrest her, cut 
out her tongue, or even execute her for her actions. 


 However, her greatest fears are not for herself, but for her family. She is frightened that the 
authorities will make Prim and her mother suffer for her own impulsive actions. She anxiously 
wonders, “Will they take their few belongings, or send my mother to prison and Prim to the 
community home, or kill them?”


2. As Katniss thinks about Gale, she cannot help but compare her close relationship with 
him to her conflicted relationship with Peeta. Explain her thoughts on the matter. What 
is the biggest difference between the two relationships, according to her?


 Katniss confesses that she feels very deeply for Gale, who has been her partner and confidant 
for nearly four years. She can share everything with Gale because the two of them trust each 
other completely. In contrast, she does not feel the same sense of closeness or trust with Peeta. 
She says that while she has never doubted Gale’s motives, she constantly doubts Peeta’s. 


 The biggest difference between the two relationships, and the cause of her distrust of Peeta, is 
the fact that while she and Gale had partnered together for the common goal of survival, she 
and Peeta have been pitted against one another in the Games. Katniss explains, “Gale and I 
were thrown together by a mutual need to survive. Peeta and I know the other’s survival means 
our own death.”
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3. What surprising announcement does Haymitch make at the end of the chapter? What is 
the significance of it?


 He tells Katniss that Peeta has asked to be coached separately.


 Answers may vary. Examples: Peeta may finally be accepting the fact that he and Katniss will 
soon be adversaries. As a result, he wants to keep his skills secret from her so that he will have 
an upper hand on her in the Games. Alternatively, he may be so afraid of Katniss’s skills that 
he feels the need to protect himself from her. Withholding some of his abilities from her may be 
the only way to help himself in this regard. It is also possible that he has an entirely different 
reason for wanting to be coached separately that might be revealed later on.


Chapter 9


Vocabulary


agonizing – extremely painful; unbearable
aloof – distant, detached, cool
anecdote – a short and amusing story
banal – dull; trivial; ordinary
banter – playful conversation
despise – to hate 
eccentric – odd, unusual, quirky 
elusive – hard to define or pin down; mysterious
ferocity – savagery, fierceness
gossamer – delicate, sheer, filmy
ludicrous – ridiculous, absurd
provocative – attractive; seductive
radiant – bright; shining, dazzling
reproachful – disapproving, critical; accusing
rigidity – stiffness
self-deprecating – critical about oneself or modest in a humorous manner
sullen – moody, gloomy, pouting
tremulous – nervous; shaky, quivering
unrequited – unreturned 


1. What is Katniss’s first reaction to Peeta’s decision to be coached separately? What are her 
thoughts on the situation after the initial shock?


 Katniss feels betrayal at first, even though she admits that this feeling is absurd, since she 
and Peeta had never really had a strong foundation of trust between them in the first place. 
However, she notes that a part of her could not help trusting him because of all the kind things 
he had done for her.
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 After the initial shock, Katniss feels relieved that the two of them can now stop pretending to be 
friends. She is once again thinking of the reality of the Games and concludes that any amount 
of trust or feeling between them would ultimately be a weakness and a disadvantage.


2. Why are the tribute interviews important? How can they help or hurt the contestants?


 The tribute interviews are extremely important because the impression one makes during the 
interview is crucial to gaining much-needed sponsorship. Contestants must be prepared to 
do anything it takes to engage the public and make themselves attractive or interesting to 
potential sponsors. As Katniss explains, “If you appeal to the crowd, either by being humorous 
or brutal or eccentric, you gain favor.”


3. Why is Katniss’s coaching session with Haymitch discouraging? What does he want her 
to do during the interview?


 Haymitch accuses Katniss of being sullen and hostile, and at one point, he even compares her 
personality to that of a “dead slug.” He wants her to try to appear cheerful and humble, but 
she is unable to suppress her anger with him and her indignation at the entire situation: “All 
I can think is how unjust the whole thing is, the Hunger Games. Why am I hopping around 
like some trained dog trying to please people I hate?” They spend hours trying to find the right 
persona for her, but to no avail. As she sums it up, “We try me playing cocky, but I just don’t 
have the arrogance. Apparently, I’m too ‘vulnerable’ for ferocity. I’m not witty. Funny. Sexy. Or 
mysterious. By the end of the session, I am no one at all.” 


4. Briefly summarize what happens between Katniss and the redheaded girl. What does the 
girl do, to Katniss’s surprise? What is the girl trying to communicate to Katniss when she 
touches her lips and then points at Katniss’s chest?


 Katniss, still furious from her meeting with Haymitch, has been raging around her room and 
smashing dishes. When the redheaded girl comes in to turn down Katniss’s bed and clean up the 
mess, Katniss yells at the girl and tells her to leave it. She feels hatred for the girl, assuming the 
girl must see her as “a coward, a monster, a puppet of the Capitol….” To her surprise, the girl 


then tends to one of the bloody cuts that Katniss had sustained from smashing the plates. Katniss, 
overwhelmed and filled with guilt, whispers to the girl, “I should have tried to save you.”


 In response, the girl shakes her head as if to say, “no.” She then taps her lips and points at 
Katniss’s chest. The girl means that if Katniss had tried to save her, then Katniss would have 
been captured and punished in the same way that she herself has been punished. 


5. Describe how Cinna helps Katniss succeed at the interview. What important advice does 
he give her? How does this advice differ from that of Haymitch and Effie Trinket?


 Cinna tells Katniss to just be herself during the interview. He says that people cannot help but 
admire her spirit. He also tells her to answer every question as honestly as possible. Finally, he 
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suggests that she overcome her stage fright by looking toward him during the interview, as if 
she is simply speaking to a friend.


 Cinna’s advice differs dramatically from that of Haymitch and Effie. Instead of forcing Katniss 
to adopt a superficial persona, he encourages her to just be herself. His advice not only helps her 
succeed at the interview, but it also aids her in regaining her dignity and confidence. Additionally, 
it proves that she does not need to give up her own identity to have a chance in the Games.


6. As Katniss watches the host, Caesar Flickerman, she finds herself thinking about the 
differences between the Capitol and the poorer districts in regard to such things as age 
and beauty. In what ways do the standards of beauty in the Capitol differ from those in 
District 12? In your experience, is contemporary American society more like the Capitol 
in this regard, or is it more like District 12? Give reasons to support your opinion.


 In the Capitol, youth and thinness are regarded as ideals of beauty. Katniss notes that many 
people in the Capitol even undergo surgery to make them look younger or thinner. Just the 
opposite is the case in District 12. In poor regions like District 12, looking old is a mark of 
achievement. This is because the life expectancy in such areas is so low. Additionally, a plump 
person in a place like District 12 is looked upon with envy because the extra weight indicates 
that the person is wealthy.


 Opinions will vary, but many students will probably note contemporary America’s obsession 
with youth and thinness, ideals that it shares with the Capitol. Students might bring up such 
subjects as dieting trends, plastic surgery, the fashion industry, the advertising industry, and 
reality television.


7. What final question does Caesar Flickerman ask Katniss? How does she respond?


 Caesar asks Katniss what Prim said to her after she volunteered to take Prim’s place at the 
reaping. Katniss says her sister asked her to try hard to win the Games. Caesar than asks what 
Katniss’s response to that had been. She firmly and solemnly replies, “I swore I would.”


8. On what dramatic note does the chapter end?


 When Caesar asks Peeta if there is a special girl in his life, Peeta says that he has had a crush 
on a particular girl ever since he can remember. Caesar then naively states that all Peeta must 
do now is win the Games and go home to her: “She can’t turn you down then, eh?” Peeta says 
that winning the Games will not help because the girl he is in love with has come with him to 
the Games. It is clear that he is talking about Katniss. 
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Part II: “The Games”


Chapter 10


Vocabulary


aghast – shocked; horrified 
assent – agreement, approval 
barren – empty, bare
breached – broken through
catacombs – a system of underground tunnels and chambers
concealment – the state of being hidden or covered up
delectable – delicious, tasty
din – noise, racket
eludes – escapes; avoids 
entourages – groups of people who accompany and assist an important person 
frigid – freezing 
ruminating – thinking, pondering 
silhouette – a dark profile or outline
tawny – yellowish-brown in color


1. Katniss is so furious with Peeta that she violently shoves him, causing him to crash into a 
large urn that shatters and cuts his hands. Why is she angry with him?


 Katniss is upset because she thinks Peeta’s announcement made her look foolish and weak. She 
had been unprepared for it and is worried that her reaction made her look stupid in front of 
the cameras. Moreover, she feels used. She thinks that Haymitch and Peeta devised the idea for 
Peeta’s own benefit.


2. According to Haymitch, how will Peeta’s confession of love help both Katniss and Peeta 
in the Games? How does the public now view the couple? What famous Shakespearean 
couple is the author alluding to here?


 Peeta’s action has made him and Katniss into a tragic, romantic couple that the audience now 
adores. Haymitch notes that this manipulation of the viewers will give Katniss and Peeta an 
edge over the competition, gaining both of them the sponsorship they need. 


 The public now views Katniss and Peeta as “the star-crossed lovers from District Twelve.” This 
is an allusion to Romeo and Juliet, the two ill-fated lovers from Shakespeare’s play of the same 
name. Students should watch for more parallels to Romeo and Juliet as they continue to read 
the novel.
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3. Do you think Peeta’s declaration of love for Katniss is sincere, or is it just a ploy to get 
sponsorship?


 Answers may vary. Example: While it is possible that Peeta is using the love angle merely as 
a means of garnering support from potential sponsors, it seems more likely that he really does 
love Katniss. Just because he knows that the love angle will be beneficial for both of them, it 
does not mean that his feelings are insincere. Nearly all of his words and actions up to this 
point have indicated that he has strong feelings for her. Additionally, when Katniss accuses 
Peeta of making the love declaration at Haymitch’s command, Peeta denies it, explaining that 
the idea had been his own and that Haymitch had only helped him to carry it out. Moreover, 
Peeta’s later insistence that he remain true to himself throughout the Games supports the idea 
that he would not have lied about his feelings for Katniss just to please the audience.


4. What final words of advice does Haymitch give to Katniss and Peeta? 


 Haymitch tells them to start running as soon as they hear the gong sound. He advises them to 
put as much distance as possible between themselves and the other contestants and to find a 
source of water. He concludes with two simple yet solemn words that encompass the reality of 
the situation: “Stay alive.”


5. Explain what Peeta means in the following quote. What is most important to him, and 
why? Does Katniss seem to share his concerns?


“I want to die as myself…I don’t want them to change me in there. Turn me into some kind of 
monster that I’m not.”


 Peeta wants to remain true to himself. He wants to keep his self-respect intact, as well as his 
moral code. It is important to Peeta that the Games do not take away his civility and turn 
him into some kind of brute. The problem of holding onto one’s identity during the Games 
is an important theme in the novel. Related to this theme is the following question: How can 
people maintain their own sense of morality when they are placed in a savage situation like the 
Games, where the choice comes down to, “kill or be killed”?


 At this point, Katniss does not share these same concerns. True to her character, she remains 
firmly pragmatic, asserting that the only thing that really matters is individual survival. She 
thinks that Peeta is acting “high and mighty” by considering such issues as ethics and identity. 
When Peeta tries to make her understand that they are still individuals of value even though 
the Capitol treats them as pawns in a game, she replies, “…no offense, but who cares, Peeta?” 
She then concludes their conversation: “Look, if you want to spend the last hours of your life 
planning some noble death in the arena, that’s your choice. I want to spend mine in District 
Twelve.” Katniss may be more practical and realistic than Peeta, and this may help her in the 
Games. However, at some point, she will no longer be able to ignore or dismiss the weighty 
issues that Peeta is now considering.
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6. Still resentful of Peeta following their heated conversation, Katniss bitterly thinks to 
herself that he will probably “turn into one of those raging beast tributes” like Titus. Who 
was Titus, and what happened to him?


 
 Titus was a tribute from District 6 who had been in the Games a few years ago. According to Katniss, 


he had gone “completely savage” during the Games. He had transformed into an uncontrollable 
monster, not only killing his opponents, but also eating their hearts out. Because his actions were 
so horrifying to the audience, people have speculated that the Gamemakers orchestrated Titus’s 
death to ensure that the winner of that year’s Games was not a raging lunatic.


7. What happens to each arena after that year’s Hunger Games has ended? Can you think of 
any examples of this practice in our own world?


 Each arena is preserved as a historic site after that year’s Games. The arenas soon become 
national monuments, as well as popular vacation destinations. Katniss bitterly elaborates: “Go 
for a month, rewatch the Games, tour the catacombs, visit the sites where the deaths took place. 
You can even take part in reenactments.” By making the arenas into monuments, the Capitol 
guarantees that each site will become an everlasting reminder of the government’s absolute 
power over its citizens.


 Opinions may vary but students might discuss that the Colosseum in Rome, where brutal 
gladiator games were once held, is a very popular tourist destination. In the U.S., Civil War 
battle sites are popular places to visit, and reenactments are performed at many such sites.


8. What is the final item that Cinna places on Katniss’s outfit?


 The final item is the gold mockingjay pin that Madge had given Katniss. It is an important 
symbol that will continue to appear throughout the novel.


9. Identify at least two more references or similarities to ancient Rome in this chapter.


 Answers may vary. Examples: The names Titus and Claudius appear in this chapter, both names 
referring to famous Roman emperors of the first century. Additionally, the arena in which the 
competition is held is very similar to that of the ancient Roman Colosseum, where bloody gladiator 
games had once taken place. Like the Colosseum, the Hunger Games arena contains underground 
chambers or catacombs where contestants are kept until it is time to begin the Games.
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Chapter 11


Vocabulary


alliances – partnerships
brutish – rough; violent 
casualties – deaths 
dehydration – the condition that results from a lack of water
devising – planning
directive – an order or command 
dispersed – scattered; gone away
equidistant – at equal distances 
evolve – to change gradually 
invaluable – extremely useful or necessary
provisions – supplies 
reflexively – without thinking; automatically
rejuvenating – refreshing, reviving
serrated – jagged, saw-like
void – a completely empty space; nothingness


1. What is the Cornucopia, and why is it dangerous?


 The Cornucopia is a giant, horn-shaped structure that contains many of the supplies contestants 
will need to survive such as food, water, medicine, clothing, and weapons.


 The Cornucopia is extremely dangerous because contestants fight ruthlessly over the supplies. 
It is usually the site of the first major bloodbath, with the Career Tributes typically surviving 
and dividing all the best supplies among themselves.


2. List the items that Katniss is able to acquire before fleeing into the woods. What important 
object is she unable to retrieve?


 Katniss gets a large square of plastic that can be used as a covering, a bright orange backpack, 
and a loaf of bread. Unfortunately, she ends up losing the bread during the struggle over the 
pack. However, she is also able to acquire a knife when one is thrown at her by the girl from 
District 2. Luckily, the knife does not hit Katniss but, instead, lodges in her backpack. 


 She is unable to retrieve the bow and arrow, her specialty weapon, because trying to get it 
would put her right in the middle of the current massacre.
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3. What do the cannons signify? Describe the thoughts that Katniss has about Peeta after 
hearing the cannon shots.


 Each cannon shot represents a dead tribute. On the afternoon of the first day, Katniss counts 
eleven shots, which means that eleven tributes have already been killed, leaving her with 
thirteen to contend with.


 Katniss wonders if one of the cannon shots may have represented Peeta. She suddenly becomes 
overwhelmed by the thought that Peeta might be dead; he may already be on his way back to 
District 12 in a plain wooden coffin. She then tries to convince herself that perhaps it is better 
if Peeta is already dead: “He had no confidence he could win. And I will not end up with the 
unpleasant task of killing him. Maybe it’s better if he’s out of this for good.”


4. While spending the night in her hiding place in the tree, Katniss awakens to find that 
another tribute has built a fire nearby. Why is building the fire a stupid and dangerous 
thing to do, according to Katniss? What happens to the tribute who made the fire?


 The fire will alert the other tributes to the fire starter’s location. This will endanger both the 
fire starter and Katniss, since her hiding place is only a few hundred yards away from the fire. 


 Just as Katniss had predicted, the fire brings a pack of Career Tributes to the location. They kill 
the girl who made the fire. From her hiding place, Katniss can hear the girl’s agonized screams.


5. What shocking discovery causes Katniss to nearly fall out of the tree at the end of the 
chapter?


 As Katniss listens to the pack of tributes discussing whether the girl is really dead, she suddenly 
hears the unmistakable voice of Peeta among them.
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Chapter 12


Vocabulary


abstain – to resist; to go without
deluded – deceived, fooled 
dynamic – a system or scheme
foliage – trees, plants, and shrubs
foresight – the ability to look forward and make sensible decisions
gall – nerve; rudeness
imprudent – reckless; unwise
perplexed – puzzled, confused
scarcity – a shortage or lack
simpleminded – foolish, stupid
unrelenting – endless, constant
vegetation – plant life 


1. Summarize Katniss’s thoughts about the fact that Peeta has apparently teamed up with the 
Career Tributes.


 Katniss is disgusted by it. The Career Tributes are vicious, arrogant, and universally hated by 
everyone except the people from their own districts. She feels that Peeta must have been deliberately 
deceiving her when he expressed his concern about maintaining his identity and remaining morally 
pure. She is so angry with him that she now welcomes the idea that he might be killed: “I will 
eagerly watch the night skies for signs of his death, if I don’t kill him first myself.”


2. What does Katniss overhear as she eavesdrops on the Career Tributes’ conversation? What 
are her thoughts regarding Peeta’s possible motives? 


 Katniss hears the tributes say that Peeta is their best chance of finding her. They also wish they 
knew how she got the score of eleven during training. They are counting on Peeta to reveal this 
information to them, but so far he has not done so.


 Katniss believes that Peeta has joined up with the Career Tributes and is actively helping them 
to find her. However, she questions why he has not yet told them that her specialty is the bow 
and arrow. She wonders, “Is he saving that information because he knows it’s all that keeps him 
alive? Is he still pretending to love me for the audience? What is going on in his head?”


3. Katniss is constantly aware of the fact that the cameras are on her. In what ways does she 
attempt to utilize this fact to her advantage? Provide at least two examples from the chapter. 


 Answers may vary. Example: Katniss knows that being able to manipulate the viewing public 
is an essential component to her survival. She realizes that she must appear “one step ahead of 
the game” in the wake of Peeta’s apparent betrayal. To accomplish this, she deliberately puts on 
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a false expression for the cameras: “I pause a second, giving the cameras time to lock on me. 
Then I cock my head slightly to the side and give a knowing smile. There! Let them figure out 
what that means!”


 Katniss also notes that she is glad the cameras are on her as she eats the rabbit she had trapped. 
This way, potential sponsors will see her as a good bet because she can hunt. Additionally, 
a good hunter is less likely to be lured into the kind of trap that may await those who are 
desperately hungry.


 She also wonders how Peeta’s actions may have affected their star-crossed lover charade. She 
hopes that the act might still be able to manipulate viewers: “Maybe…we can still get some 
mileage out of it. Maybe people will think it’s something we plotted together if I seem like it 
amuses me now.”


4. Katniss becomes sick and dehydrated as she desperately searches for water. At one point, 
she assesses her options. List the four options she comes up with.


 Her first option is to return to the lake, but this is out of the question because she is too weak 
to make the long journey. Her second thought is to hope for rain. Unfortunately, however, there 
is not a cloud in the sky. She then decides that she must simply keep searching. Suddenly, she 
realizes that she has a fourth option: Haymitch could send her water as a gift from one of her 
sponsors. If a tribute is in desperate need of something, a sponsor can pay for the item and have 
it delivered by parachute to the tribute through the agency of the tribute’s sponsor. 


 
5. Katniss makes a verbal request for water so that the cameras will hear it. However, no 


water is forthcoming. After much anger and confusion, she finally realizes that Haymitch 
must be withholding the water from her for a reason. What is the reason? Does Haymitch 
turn out to be right or wrong?


 Katniss realizes that the only reason Haymitch would be withholding water from her is to let 
her know that she has almost found it. Haymitch is right. By late afternoon, just when she is 
on the brink of death from dehydration, Katniss stumbles upon a pond. 


6. After settling down for her second night in the woods, Katniss is suddenly awakened. What 
causes her to wake up? What seems to be happening, according to her limited description?


 Katniss first hears a stampede of feet. Then, when she opens her eyes, she sees a “wall of fire 
descending upon [her].”


 Answers may vary. Example: Her brief description evokes the image of a forest fire. The 
stampede she hears is likely the sound of animals frantically running from the fire.
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Chapter 13


Vocabulary


abate – to lessen, to decrease
blissfully – joyfully; wonderfully
bravado – boldness or courage meant to impress
circuitous – roundabout, indirect
conspiratorially – in a secretive and scheming way 
gingerly – carefully, gently
gruesome – horrible, hideous
incompetent – lacking in skill or ability; useless
quell – to suppress or stifle
unscathed – not damaged or harmed
vipers – poisonous snakes


1. Who starts the fire, and why?


 
unnatural-seeming, indicating that they have been created by a machine.


 The Gamemakers manufacture the fire because there have been no deaths or fights today, so 


separate places and drive them together, which is certain to create some action for the viewers. 


2. As Katniss sits on the ground suffering from the agonizing burns on her calf and hands, she 
hears Cinna’s voice in her head. What ironic image comes to her mind at this moment?


 
saying, “Katniss, the girl who was on fire.” The irony is that a moment ago, Katniss had 


Gamemakers must have had a good laugh over this. Suffering from the agonizing burns on 
her hands and legs, she even wonders if perhaps the Gamemakers had planned this particular 
torture precisely because of her fiery costumes, as if to say something like, “You want fire? 
Then, we’ll give you fire.”


3. Earlier in the novel, Katniss had worried that her size would keep her at a disadvantage. 
In what way does her small stature and light weight now become a great help to her? 


 She is able to escape from the Career Tributes by skillfully climbing high into a tree. As she gazes 
down at them, she realizes that her smallness is of great advantage to her. Many of them are too 
heavy to be expert climbers. They cannot venture out onto the thinner branches like she can. 
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4. As darkness descends, Katniss finds herself looking into the eyes of a creature in a 
neighboring tree. Who does this creature turn out to be?


 At first, Katniss thinks there may be a possum staring at her from the nearby tree, but she soon 
realizes that the eyes “are not animal eyes at all.” In the dimming light, she is gradually able 
to make out the figure in the tree; it is Rue, the clever young girl from District 11.


Chapter 14


Vocabulary


astronomical – extremely high; huge
befuddled – confused, puzzled
disfigured – deformed, mangled 
disoriented – confused; lost, off-course 
eradicated – destroyed; eliminated 
hyperventilating – breathing abnormally fast
penetrate – to pierce through 
persevere – to keep going, to persist
precariously – dangerously, unsafely
putrid – rotten, foul-smelling
reprieve – a period of temporary relief
sated – satisfied 
uncomprehendingly – without understanding; blankly


1. What is a tracker jacker, and what can it do to a person?


 A tracker jacker is a genetically modified killer wasp. Along with the jabberjays, tracker jackers 
had been created by the Capitol during the rebellion to be used as weapons against the rebels. 
They were strategically placed around the districts, in a manner similar to land mines. After the 
war, the government eradicated all of the nests from the areas surrounding the Capitol, but left 
those in the districts untouched. Katniss explains why: “Another reminder of our weakness, I 
suppose, just like the Hunger Games. Another reason to keep inside the fence of District 12.”


 Tracker jackers are deadly. Their sting can be immediately fatal. People who do not die 
from the first few stings experience horrifying hallucinations due to the venom of the wasp. 
Such hallucinations have been known to drive people to madness. Perhaps the most terrible 
characteristic of these creatures is their ability to hunt down and kill anyone who disturbs their 
nest, which explains the presence of the word “tracker” in their name.
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2. After her initial attempt at sawing off the branch that contains the tracker jacker nest, 
Katniss returns to the fork in the tree to find “the best surprise” she has ever had. What 
does she find?


 She finds her first gift from a sponsor: a little plastic pot filled with soothing ointment for her 
burns. She rubs the medicine on her hands and calf and feels immediate relief.


3. How does Katniss utilize the tracker jacker nest as a weapon against the Career Tributes 
that are lying in wait for her beneath the tree?


 She surreptitiously saws through the branch that holds the nest, causing it to fall on the tributes 
below. All six of them awaken to a “full-scale tracker jacker attack.” Everyone is severely 
injured by the stings, and two tributes are actually killed.


4. Why does Katniss risk her safety to return to the site where Glimmer’s body lies?


 She remembers that Glimmer had the bow and arrows, a weapon at which Katniss is very skilled. 
She knows that she needs to get this weapon if she is to continue her survival in the Games. 


5. By the end of the chapter, Peeta has once again saved Katniss’s life. How has he done so? 


 After retrieving the bow and arrows, Katniss lingers over Glimmer’s body in a confused stupor, 
due to the hallucinogenic effects of the tracker jacker stings. She hears the remaining members 
of the Career gang charging back through the woods toward her but she is unable to move. The 
first one to crash through the trees is Peeta, holding a spear and poised to throw it. However, 
when he sees Katniss, a look of shock comes over his face, and he immediately drops his arm. 
He angrily commands her to get up and start running, even pushing her hard with the shaft 
of the spear. She finally emerges from her trance and begins running. She trips and falls into a 
small pit, where she begins to hallucinate. Katniss’s last thought before passing out is, “Peeta 
Mellark just saved my life.”
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Chapter 15


Vocabulary


anoint – to rub or smear 
coexist – to exist at the same time, in the same place, or together in peace
leaching – draining
manifest – to appear 
noxious – disgusting, horrible; toxic
onslaught – an attack or assault
parsnip – a type of root vegetable related to the carrot
pervades – fills; spreads through
stamen – the male reproductive organ of a flower 
surreal – bizarre; dreamlike; unreal 
tentatively – with caution; hesitantly
wispy – thin, delicate
wracked – ruined, destroyed 


1. The tracker jacker venom causes Katniss to experience repeated nightmares consisting 
of all the things she dreads most. What does this effect indicate about the power of the 
Capitol? What might the creatures symbolize?


 It indicates that the Capitol’s power is so great that it extends into people’s minds. Katniss 
explains that the tracker jacker venom had been “carefully created to target the place where 
fear lives in your brain.” 


the government. Even after it had quashed the rebellion, the Capitol decided to leave the deadly 
nests scattered throughout the districts. By doing this, the Capitol continues to keep its citizens 
living in fear, exerting its tyrannical authority over the thoughts and emotions of the people.


2. As Katniss tastes the honeysuckle nectar, what memories come flooding back to her? 
What thought from her current situation ultimately breaks through her daydream?


 Katniss is reminded of summer, the woods at home, and Gale. Her conversation with Gale on 
the morning of the reaping also comes back to her. She remembers him proposing that they run 
off together and live in the woods.


 Suddenly, Katniss thinks of Peeta and remembers that he saved her life. Still confused by his 
action, she wonders about his motivations for doing so: “Is he simply working the Lover Boy 
angle he initiated at the interview? Or was he actually trying to protect me? And if he was, 
what was he doing with those Careers in the first place? None of it makes sense.”
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3. What does Katniss propose to Rue? What is Rue’s response?


 Katniss proposes that the two of them form an alliance. She sees that Rue is clever, fast, 
trustworthy, and a true survivor. Additionally, Rue reminds Katniss of Prim.


 At first, Rue finds it hard to believe that Katniss really wants her as an ally. She is unable to see 
how valuable her own skills are until Katniss finally convinces her of it. Rue eventually accepts 
the offer, and the two girls shake on it. 


4. As Katniss and Rue talk, they compare and contrast their respective districts. What district 
is Rue from, and what do the people do there? Describe the ways in which Rue’s district 
differs from Katniss’s.


 Rue is from District 11, where the principal industry is agriculture. Nearly everyone in District 
11 works in the orchards, planting and harvesting fruits and vegetables. Although District 11 
grows the food for the entire country, the people there are not permitted to eat the crops. As a 
result, Rue and her fellow citizens are constantly hungry. Those who dare to eat the crops are 
publicly whipped.


 Katniss notes that the officials in District 12 are not quite as strict. She and Gale could 
technically be whipped for poaching in the woods, but this never happens because the officials 
typically ignore such crimes, since they themselves consume the illegal meat. In comparing 
her district to Rue’s, Katniss thinks, “Maybe being the least prestigious, poorest, most ridiculed 
district in the country has its advantages. Such as, being largely ignored by the Capitol as long 
as we produce our coal quotas.”


 Another difference between the two districts concerns the educational system. Katniss is 
surprised to learn that the young people in District 11 do not attend school during the harvest 
period. Instead, everyone works practically around the clock gathering the crops.


 Rue’s district is also far crueler than Katniss’s. Rue tells of an incident in which a young, mentally 
handicapped boy had been killed on the spot when he tried to keep a pair of the special glasses 
handed out to the harvesters. When Katniss hears this, it makes her think of District 12 as “some 
sort of safe haven,” as the deliberate killing of an innocent child would never happen there.


5. Why does Katniss think that the Gamemakers might be censoring the conversation 
between her and Rue?


 Katniss thinks that the government does not want people in different districts to know about 
each other. It is in the best interest of the Capitol to keep the people in the districts separated 
from one another so that they will never again be able to band together against the Capitol, as 
they had done during the rebellion.
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6. When Rue sees the glasses in Katniss’s pack, she gasps. What does she know about the 
glasses that Katniss does not? What are they really used for?


 Katniss had once tried to use the glasses but had found them difficult to see with. She had 
concluded that they were just a pair of sunglasses that did not work very well. 


 Rue tells her that they are not for sun at all. Instead, they are for darkness. They are night-vision 
glasses, enabling the wearer to see in complete darkness.


7. What does Katniss reveal about Peeta as she and Rue settle down for the night? What 
information does Rue give to Katniss in return?


 Katniss tells Rue that she thinks Peeta may have saved her life. She is still confused, however, 
about Peeta being with the Careers.


 Rue says that she has been spying on the Careers and that Peeta is no longer with them. She notes that 


8. Katniss tells Rue that if Peeta did intentionally save her, then it must have been part of 
his act: “You know, to make people think he’s in love with me.” Why does she not want to 
admit that Peeta may have saved her for unselfish reasons?


 Answers may vary. Example: Katniss still does not want to face the fact that Peeta may have 
saved her because he really does love her. If she admits this, then she might begin to have 
feelings for him in return. Any real love between them would make the Games ultimately more 
painful and devastating for both of them.


 Another reason for her denial of Peeta’s true motivation is the fact that she does not want to 
admit that she is indebted to him yet again. This is because she knows that this time, due to the 
reality of the Games, she can never hope to pay him back for his kindness. 


9. At the end of the chapter, Katniss says that she has a plan. What do you think her plan 
involves?


 Opinions will vary, but most students will probably understand that her plan involves depriving 
the Career Tributes of their food source.
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Chapter 16


Vocabulary


accomplice – a partner in crime 
copse – a thicket of trees
dexterity – skill, agility 
forages – searches for food
hideous – ugly; frightful; horrible 
meticulous – careful, thorough; accurate
misgivings – doubts, worries
proximity – nearness 
rendezvous – to meet 
wily – clever, sly, crafty


1. Summarize Katniss’s thoughts before falling asleep in the tree with Rue. What unpleasant 
thought remains in the back of her mind?


 Katniss realizes that she and Rue trust one another completely. She also thinks about how 
lonely she has been since the start of the Hunger Games, and how comforting it feels to be in 
the presence of another human being once again.


 Despite these positive thoughts, in the back of her mind remains the unpleasant reminder that 
she and Rue cannot both win the Games. If it comes down to just the two of them, they can no 
longer be allies; they will be pitted against one another to the death. The only thing that helps 
Katniss to ignore this dreadful thought is another terrible thought: the odds are against either 
one of them surviving. It is very likely they will both be killed by the other tributes before the 
end of the Games.


2. How does Katniss plan to foil the Career Tributes? Why does she think this plan will work?


 She plans to destroy their food somehow. In this competition, as well as in previous ones, the strategy 
of the Career Tributes has been to hoard all of the food. In past years, when they have been unable 
to protect their stash of food, they have found themselves at a great disadvantage. Typically, it has 
been during these particular years that tributes from other districts have actually triumphed in the 
Games. Katniss believes that once their food source is gone, the Career Tributes will not be able to 
provide for themselves because they have never really experienced what it is like to be hungry. 


3. What jolts Katniss awake the next morning? What thought comes to her mind?


 Katniss is awakened by a cannon shot, indicating that another tribute has been killed. She 
cannot help but wonder if it may have been Peeta. 
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4. What more does Katniss learn about Rue in this chapter? For example, what is Rue’s home 
life like? What does she love most in the world?


 Katniss learns that Rue is the oldest of six kids and is fiercely protective of her brothers and sisters. 
She gives her own food rations to her younger siblings and forages in the meadows to provide 
sustenance for the rest of her family. Like Katniss, she seems to be the provider for her family.


 Rue loves music more than anything in the world. She and her people sing at home and also 
while they are at work in the orchards.


5. Why does Katniss offer Rue her mockingjay pin? Why does Rue refuse to take it?


 Katniss offers her the pin because Rue loves mockingjays so much. There are even some that 
she considers her own special friends. Rue says that she sings with the birds and has them carry 
messages for her.


 Rue does not take the pin because she says she likes to see it on Katniss. In fact, the pin is what made 
her decide to trust Katniss in the first place. Additionally, Rue has her own good luck charm—a 


6. How does Rue plan to use the mockingjays as a means of communication between her 
and Katniss?


 Rue teaches Katniss the song that she uses with the mockingjays when she wants the birds to 
carry a message for her. She says that there are mockingjays all over this particular forest and 
that they will pick up the tune and spread it throughout the woods. If she and Katniss fail to 
meet up later at the appointed place and time, Katniss should listen for the song, which will 
indicate that Rue is all right. Rue explains, “It might not work. But if you hear the mockingjays 
singing it, you’ll know I’m okay, only I can’t get back right away.” 


7. What role does Rue play in Katniss’s scheme?


 Rue will set up three campfires in three separate locations, at various intervals. The smoke 
from the first fire will be noticed by the Career Tributes, who will surely leave their camp to 
seek out the fire starter. The second and third fires will take them on further searches, keeping 
them away from the camp for as long as possible, so that Katniss may carry out her plan to 
destroy their food supply. 


8. As Katniss makes her way along the stream, she finds herself preoccupied with several 
unanswered questions. What are these questions?


 Katniss’s questions concern Peeta, his possible death, and the likely reasons for it: “The cannon 
that fired early this morning, did that signify his death? If so, how did he die? At the hand of a 
Career? And was that in revenge for letting me live?”
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9. What does Katniss learn about Peeta as she eavesdrops on the Career Tributes’ conversation?


 She learns that Peeta is not dead, but he is out in the woods somewhere, bleeding from a severe 


10. Explain how the Career Tributes have booby-trapped the pyramid of food and supplies. 
How does this account for their puzzling decision to team up with the scrawny boy from 
District 3?


 They have rigged the pyramid with strategically placed land mines. Any tribute who is unaware 
of the mines will set them off when he or she attempts to get at the pyramid.


 Katniss had been puzzled about the Career Tributes’ decision to team up with the boy from District 
3, but now she understands their reasoning. District 3 manufactures products containing electrical 
systems, which means that the boy must have an expert knowledge of the way explosives work. 
The Career Tributes have obviously kept him around for this reason. Katniss discovers that the 
boy must have used his expertise to reactivate the mines that had been placed around the arena at 
the opening of the Games. 


11. For several moments, Katniss is perplexed by the problem that the booby-trapped pyramid 
poses for her plan. Suddenly, however, she sees a solution. What does she decide to do? 
Does it work? 


 Katniss once again notices the burlap bag filled with apples that hangs from a rope over the 
side of one of the bins. She knows that if she can cause the bag to break open, then the apples 
will fall out, scatter, and set off nearly all of the mines that surround the pyramid. If this 
happens, then the Career Tributes’ food supply will be destroyed completely.


 She shoots one arrow at the bag, ripping a hole in the top of it. She then shoots two more 
precisely aimed arrows, further widening the hole until all of the apples spill to the ground. The 
plan works; there is a huge explosion, and Katniss is blown backward by the blast.
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Chapter 17


Vocabulary


acrid – bitter; harsh; sharp
compensate – to make up for 
decadent – luxurious, lavish, extravagant
famished – extremely hungry; starving 
fragmenting – breaking up into pieces
illuminating – lighting up 
invigorating – refreshing, energizing
salvage – to save or recover


1. What happens to Katniss as a result of the blast?


 She is blown off her feet. When she stands up, she is dizzy and can hardly walk. Even worse, 
her ears have been damaged by the explosion. She cannot hear anything. When she places her 
hand to the ear that had faced the blast, her hand comes away bloody. Katniss manages to 
crawl back toward the copse of trees to hide for the night. Eventually, the dizziness subsides but 
her hearing remains impaired. This is of great concern to her because she relies on her sense of 
hearing for survival just as much as she relies on her vision.


2. What does Cato do to the boy from District 3, and why?


 Cato begins shouting at the boy in fury. As Katniss watches in horror, he then grabs the boy in 
a headlock and snaps the boy’s neck, killing him instantly.


 Answers may vary. Example: Cato, who is quick tempered, becomes enraged at the sight of the 
destroyed food supply. He may irrationally blame the boy for the explosion, since the boy had been 
responsible for the rigging of the mines. Additionally, Cato and the others now no longer need the 
boy. Therefore, nothing prevents him from efficiently eliminating one more tribute from the Games. 


3. After the cannon shot signaling the latest death, Katniss counts the surviving tributes. List 
the tributes that are left at this point in the story.


 There are eight tributes left at this point: the boy from District 1, Cato and his female counterpart 
from District 2, the fox-faced girl, Thresh, Rue, Peeta, and Katniss.


4. As Katniss watches the fox-faced girl from her hiding place, what thought crosses her 
mind? Why does she quickly rule out this idea?


 
she quickly rules out this idea because she has a sense the girl cannot be trusted: “There’s 
something about that sly grin that makes me sure that befriending Foxface would ultimately 
get me a knife in the back.”
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5. What is a “hollow day,” according to Katniss?


 According to Katniss, a hollow day is one in which “no matter what you put in your belly, it’s 
never enough.” It is a common phrase in District 12, where nearly every citizen knows what it 
is like to feel empty from constantly scraping by on too little food.


6. Summarize the dramatic conclusion of the chapter. What happens to Rue?


 After waiting all day for Rue to return to the meeting place they had agreed upon, Katniss 
makes her way to the site of the third fire that Rue had been planning to set. As she approaches 
the area, Katniss hears a mockingjay singing Rue’s tune and is relieved because this indicates 
that Rue must be okay. Suddenly, however, she hears a scream and then Rue is crying out to her. 
Katniss frantically runs toward Rue’s voice, calling back to her, “Rue! I’m coming!” When she 
breaks into the clearing, she sees Rue on the ground entangled in a net. Just as Rue reaches her 
hand through the netting and calls out Katniss’s name, a spear enters the young girl’s body. 


Chapter 18


Vocabulary


avenge – to take revenge on behalf of someone else
banish – to drive out 
capacity – ability 
despondency – sadness, misery, depression
eerily – strangely; in a frightening or mysterious way
embedded – lodged in place; implanted
fretful – upset; irritable
impotence – a lack of power; helplessness 
inducement – incentive, encouragement, motivation
lethargy – a lack of energy; sluggishness 
materializes – appears; comes out
melodic – sweet-sounding 
novice – a beginner 
precedes – comes before 
ravings – wild, angry speeches
vulnerable – weak; defenseless 
wreathing – surrounding; encircling; covering


1. As Rue is dying, what promise does Katniss make to her?


 Katniss promises to win the Games for both of them. 
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2. What final request does Rue make of Katniss? How does Katniss respond?


 Rue asks Katniss to sing to her. In a hoarse voice overcome with sadness, Katniss sings her an 
old lullaby that she used to sing to Prim as a baby.


3. Why is a child’s lullaby an appropriate song for Katniss to sing to Rue? How might the 
lullaby be understood in metaphorical terms?


 Answers may vary. Example: The lullaby is appropriate because the sweet and childlike Rue 
reminds Katniss of Prim, and the song is one that Katniss used to sing to Prim as a baby. 
Katniss has grown so close to Rue that she seems to view her as not only a friend and ally, but 
as a sister—someone almost as special to her as her own little sister. 


 Answers may vary. Example: On the surface, the lullaby is a song about sleep, a sweet melody 
used to soothe and comfort a child before bedtime. However, the song can also be understood in 
metaphorical terms, since sleep is often viewed as a metaphor for death. In this way, Katniss is 
preparing Rue for her final rest, and Rue is able to accept her death more easily because of the 
comfort her friend provides.


4. After singing to Rue, Katniss cannot bring herself to leave the girl. Identify the metaphor 
she uses to describe Rue as she gazes at her.


 Katniss describes Rue as “a baby animal curled up in a nest of netting.” The metaphor 
emphasizes Rue’s smallness and vulnerability, as well as her innocent and childlike nature. 


5. Explain what Rue’s death forces Katniss to confront about her feelings for the Capitol.


 
tributes. She despises the Capitol for what it has done but feels powerless over it at the same 
time. She wishes there was a way to get revenge on the tyrants in power.


6. What words of Peeta’s come to Katniss’s mind at this point in the story? What is significant 
about Katniss’s recalling them?


 Katniss remembers the words Peeta had spoken to her on the roof the night before the Games 
began: “Only I keep wishing I could think of a way to…to show the Capitol they don’t own me. 
That I’m more than just a piece in their Games.”


 Katniss’s recollection of Peeta’s words is significant because, for the first time, she now understands 
what he had meant by them.
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7. Describe what Katniss does to Rue’s body. What does she want to show the Capitol through 
this act? In what way is it an act of rebellion?


 


 Katniss wants to make the Capitol aware of Rue’s humanity, as well as that of herself and 
all the other tributes. She explains, “I want to do something…to shame them, to make them 
accountable, to show the Capitol that whatever they do or force us to do there is a part of every 
tribute they can’t own. That Rue was more than a piece in their Games. And so am I.”


 Answers may vary. Katniss’s symbolic deed is an act of rebellion because it defies the power of 
the Capitol. By honoring Rue, she asserts that there is one crucial fact that the Capitol cannot 
change or deny, no matter how much power it has: that Rue and all the rest of the tributes are 
not merely pawns in the Capitol’s games, but human beings with dignity and worth.


8. Describe the gesture Katniss uses as she says her final goodbye to Rue. What does the 
gesture mean, and why is it significant that Katniss makes it for Rue?


 Katniss kisses the three middle fingers of her left hand and then holds those fingers out to Rue 
in a salute. 


 Students should recall that the people of District 12 had saluted Katniss with the gesture at 
the reaping. In that scene, Katniss had explained the meaning of the gesture: “It is an old and 
rarely used gesture…occasionally seen at funerals. It means thanks, it means admiration, it 
means good-bye to someone you love.”


 Answers may vary. Example: The gesture encapsulates Katniss’s feelings for Rue. Additionally, like 


is a District 12 tradition, but Katniss gives it to Rue, who is from a different district. One crucial 
way the Capitol retains its power is by keeping the various districts divided and alienated from 
one another. Katniss’s salute, in front of the entire viewing public, breaks down these divisions and 
demonstrates that people from different districts can love and honor one another. 


9. That evening, Katniss receives her second gift from a sponsor. What is this gift, and why 
is it special?


 The gift is a small loaf of bread, shaped in a crescent and sprinkled with seeds. 


 The bread is special because it comes from District 11, Rue’s district. Additionally, Katniss knows 
that it must have taken a lot of people to come up with the money for such a gift, since District 
11 is so poor. She assumes that the people had meant the bread for Rue, and that when Rue died, 
they authorized Haymitch to give it to Katniss instead. She believes that it may be a thank-you 
gesture for honoring Rue. Significantly, Katniss notes that the occurrence is a first. Never before 
have the people of a particular district given a gift to a tribute who is not their own. In this way, 
the gift can be seen as another small act of rebellion, similar to Katniss’s salute.
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10. Throughout the morning, Katniss is so depressed that she cannot even bring herself to do 
the simplest tasks. What eventually forces Katniss to start moving?


 The thought of Prim watching her on the television screens back home is what helps Katniss 
regain her energy and focus.


11. What does Katniss find herself wishing that she could tell Peeta?


 
know that she now understands what he had been trying to express to her on the roof that night 
before the Games began. 


12. Why is Katniss now determined to win the Games? What does she want to achieve through 
winning?


 Katniss wants to avenge Rue and to make it impossible for the Capitol and the viewing public 
to forget the girl. She explains, “Something happened when I was holding Rue’s hand, watching 
the life drain out of her. Now I am determined to avenge her, to make her loss unforgettable, 
and I can only do that by winning and thereby making myself unforgettable.”


13. As Katniss tries to sleep that night, she keeps replaying in her mind Rue’s death and her 
own killing of the boy from District 1. Summarize her thoughts. Why is she upset about 
the boy?


 Katniss wonders why she should even care about the boy, since he had murdered Rue. She then 
realizes that the boy had been her first real kill, the first tribute whose death she had been 
directly responsible for. She remembers Gale’s words when he had visited her just before she had 
been taken to the Capitol, comparing the killing of a person to the killing of an animal: “How 
different can it be, really?” Katniss now has an intimate knowledge of the difference, something 
she had dreaded back when she and Gale had discussed it. She thinks, “I killed a boy whose 
name I don’t even know. Somewhere his family is weeping for him. His friends call for my 
blood. Maybe he had a girlfriend who really believed he would come back….” The only thing 
that helps to banish the boy from her mind is the thought of Rue’s lifeless body. At the same 
time, however, Katniss knows that she will never really be able to forget that she intentionally 
took the life of another person.


14. What shocking announcement do the Gamemakers make at the end of the chapter? What 
is the reason for it, in your opinion?


 The Gamemakers announce that a rule change has been made. According to the new rule, if both 
tributes from a given district remain alive until the end of the Games, then both of them are winners. 
Katniss is shocked and elated by the unprecedented development: “The news sinks in. Two tributes 
can win this year. If they’re from the same district. Both can live. Both of us can live.”


 Opinions will vary.
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Part III: “The Victor”


Chapter 19


Vocabulary


alleviate – to ease or relieve 
ambush – a surprise attack 
assailants – attackers 
caliber – the quality or level of 
demeanor – behavior; attitude 
dissipate – to dissolve; to disappear
evade – to avoid or escape
festering – rotten, decaying 
incapacitated – disabled; helpless
levity – playfulness, merriment 
loathe – to hate 
pariahs – outcasts
peruse – to examine carefully 
revolting – disgusting, sickening
ruse – a trick or hoax
scrupulously – thoroughly 
sheepishly – in a guilty or awkward manner
unprecedented – ground-breaking; never done before 


1. According to Katniss, what is the likely reason for the Gamemakers’ decision to change 
the rules? What realization does she now come to regarding Peeta?


 Katniss believes that the rule change is due to the star-crossed lovers act that Peeta has been 
cultivating for the two of them on the advice of Haymitch. The Gamemakers may be afraid that 
the viewing public will be disappointed in the Games if Katniss and Peeta, the romantic couple 
they have come to love, are forced to kill one another. As Katniss explains, “For two tributes to 
have a shot at winning, our “romance” must be so popular with the audience that condemning 
it would jeopardize the success of the Games.”


 Katniss realizes that Peeta has been helping her all along, perhaps in order to continue fostering 
the star-crossed lovers scenario. She knows now that Peeta had never been a danger to her at 
all, contrary to some of the thoughts that she has entertained up to this point.
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2. Describe the condition that Peeta is in when Katniss finds him. What are his injuries? 
How has he managed to stay hidden from the other tributes for so long?


 Peeta is extremely weak and in a great deal of pain. He has been lying hidden in a muddy 
bank for several days, following his battle with Cato. On his upper body, he has several bad 
bruises, a large burn mark on his chest, and four tracker jacker stings. However, it is his leg 
that Katniss is worried about. There is a deep gash in his thigh that is oozing blood and pus. It 
is obviously infected, which explains Peeta’s high fever and lack of appetite.


Center.


3. How is Katniss able to help Peeta? What does she do for his injuries?


 Katniss cleans his body thoroughly, digs the stingers out of the tracker jacker wounds, and 
applies the leaves to the wounds the way Rue had taught her. She then applies the burn medicine 
to his chest and gives him some pills for fever reduction that she finds in the first-aid kit she had 
taken from the boy from District 1. However, the wound on Peeta’s leg is so bad that Katniss has 
no idea how to treat it. She finally decides to try leaching out the infection with the wet mass 
of leaves, which seems to help a little. She then sterilizes the wound and bandages Peeta up. 
However, they both know that the leg wound cannot be healed without some real medicine—
something they do not have.


4. What is the next sponsor gift to arrive? Explain the message that Katniss thinks Haymitch 
has intended to send to her with the gift. What does she do in response to this message?


 Katniss hopes that the gift will contain some medicine for Peeta, but it turns out to be a pot of 
hot broth instead. She presumes that Haymitch sent the broth instead of the medicine to tell her 
that she has not been doing enough to cultivate the star-crossed lovers routine. She explains, 
“Haymitch couldn’t be sending me a clearer message. One kiss equals one pot of broth. I can 
almost hear his snarl. ‘You’re supposed to be in love, sweetheart. The boy’s dying. Give me 
something I can work with!’”


 Katniss realizes that Haymitch is right. The audience wants to see more romance between her and 
Peeta, and giving them what they want is crucial to the pair’s survival: “If I want to keep Peeta alive, 
I’ve got to give the audience something more to care about. Star-crossed lovers desperate to get home 
together. Two hearts beating as one. Romance.” She then calls to Peeta in a sweet tone similar to the 
one her mother had used with her father and proceeds to kiss him until he awakens.
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Chapter 20


Vocabulary


carcass – the dead body of an animal
exasperation – frustration; irritation 
giddiness – excitement, happiness, merriment
plummeting – dropping suddenly or dramatically 
reluctantly – in a grudging or unwilling manner
stalemate – a standoff, a deadlock
tethered – tied, bound 
venison – deer meat 
wheedles – coaxes 
yearling – an animal that is between one and two years old


1. What causes Katniss’s heart to drop into her stomach when she unwraps Peeta’s wounded leg?


 The wound is worse. The swelling has increased, and there are red streaks emanating from 
the wound. This indicates blood poisoning, which will kill Peeta unless they can obtain some 
powerful anti-infection drugs from the Capitol.


2. Describe the new announcement that follows the sound of the trumpets. What is Katniss’s 
response to it? What is Peeta’s response?


 The announcement is an invitation to a feast, but it is no ordinary feast. According to Claudius 
Templesmith, each tribute is in desperate need of something. That special thing will be in a 
backpack waiting for each of them at the Cornucopia the following morning. He adds, “Think 
hard about refusing to show up. For some of you, this will be your last chance.”


 Katniss is determined to attend the feast because she knows that Peeta’s medicine will be in the 
backpack that is waiting for her. However, Peeta refuses to let her go. “You’re not risking your 
life for me,” he says. If Katniss tries to go, he will drag himself after her and yell out her name, 
which will surely cause another tribute to find him and finish him off. They are in a terrible 
situation; Katniss is willing to risk her life to save Peeta, but at the same time, Peeta is willing 
to die if it means keeping Katniss safe and alive.


3. After Katniss and Peeta argue about attending the feast, another sponsor gift arrives. What 
is it? How does it help solve Katniss’s dilemma?


 It is a vial of sleep syrup, a potent tranquilizer that can induce sleep immediately. The amount 
in this particular vial would be able to keep Peeta unconscious for a full day.
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 The sleep syrup solves Katniss’s dilemma. If Peeta is unconscious for a full day, then Katniss 
can attend the feast and get the medicine without his interruption. In addition, Peeta will 
remain safe while she is gone because he will not be awake enough to move, make noise, or 
otherwise draw attention to himself. She mixes the sleep syrup with some mashed up berries 
and makes Peeta eat the mixture before he realizes what it is.


4. Explain whether you agree with Katniss’s decision to knock Peeta out with the sleep 
medicine. Was there anything else she could have done under the circumstances? How 
would you have handled the situation?


 Opinions will vary.


Chapter 21


Vocabulary


emanating – radiating; flowing out
emergence – the act of appearing or coming into being
exquisitely – finely, superbly; delicately
forte – a specialty; a strong point
irreparable – beyond repair 
ominous – threatening, menacing 
sadistic – willfully cruel
savor – to enjoy; to take delight in
severity – seriousness; the extent of
staunch – to stop; to hold back
undefeated – unbeaten
undetectable – not noticeable; invisible


1. As Katniss lies awake that night, she finds herself once again thinking of Gale. What are 
her thoughts?


 Katniss knows that Gale will be watching intently and willing her to come home. She wonders 
if he is hoping that Peeta makes it home, as well, and this causes her to speculate on her 
relationship with Gale: “Gale’s not my boyfriend, but would he be, if I opened that door? He 
talked about us running away together. Was that just a practical calculation of our chances 
of survival away from the district? Or something more?” She then wonders what Gale thinks 
about her kissing Peeta.


2. How does Katniss manipulate the audience just before she leaves for the feast?


 Katniss leans over Peeta and gives him “a long, lingering kiss.” She then pretends to brush 
away a tear from her eye.
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3. Just as Clove is about to kill Katniss, someone comes up from behind and pulls Clove off 
of her. Who saves Katniss’s life this time, and why?


 Thresh, Rue’s counterpart from District 11, pulls Clove off Katniss. He does so because he heard 
Clove mention Rue as she taunted Katniss. Because of this, Thresh assumes that Clove killed 
Rue: “You said her name. I heard you. You kill her?…You cut her up like you were going to cut 
up this girl here?” He then smashes Clove with a rock, killing her.


 Thresh then turns to Katniss, still holding the rock. When Katniss explains to him that she and 
Rue were allies, and that she cared for Rue as the younger girl lay dying, he lowers the rock and 
lets Katniss go, saying, “Just this one time, I let you go. For the little girl. You and me, we’re 
even then. No more owed. You understand?” He spares Katniss as a gesture of gratitude for her 
honorable treatment of Rue.


4. What is in the backpack that Katniss has retrieved from the Cornucopia?


 In the backpack is a small box containing a single hypodermic needle, which must be the medicine 
that Peeta needs. Katniss is able to plunge the needle into Peeta’s arm before passing out. 


Chapter 22


Vocabulary


exorbitant – unreasonably high; excessive 
fabricated – made-up, untrue 
haggard – worn; tired 
haltingly – in a hesitant or uncertain manner 
irreverent – rude, disrespectful; bold
plaintively – in a sad and mournful way 
rabid – infected with the rabies virus 
respite – a temporary period of rest or relief 
riveting – thrilling; fascinating 
simultaneously – at the same time 
sinister – evil, threatening
tainted – polluted, spoiled, fouled 
tirades – angry rants 


1. When Katniss explains that Thresh had let her go because he did not want to owe her 
anything, Peeta has a hard time understanding it. What example from her and Peeta’s own 
past does Katniss bring up to illustrate the point?


 Katniss brings up the bread that Peeta had given her on that day years ago when she and her family 
had been starving. She says that she has never been able to get over owing him for that kindness. 
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When Peeta implies that she has more than paid him back by saving his life, she explains, “But you 
didn’t know me. We had never even spoken. Besides, it’s the first gift that’s always the hardest to pay 
back. I wouldn’t even have been here to do it if you hadn’t helped me then.” 


2. When Katniss asks Peeta why he had given her the bread, he replies, “Why? You know 
why…Haymitch said you would take a lot of convincing.” What do you think Peeta means 
by this statement? 


 Opinions will vary. However, it is likely that Peeta means he gave Katniss the bread for the 
same reason he has helped her and protected her throughout the Games—he is in love with 
her. His mention of Haymitch might indicate that he told their mentor how he truly felt about 
Katniss, which would suggest that the star-crossed lovers idea was not just something contrived 
by Haymitch. Instead, Haymitch has merely been encouraging Peeta to demonstrate his love 
for Katniss in front of the audience. The love Peeta feels for her was never fabricated; it has 
always been real. Using it to garner sponsorship has simply been a wise thing to do—it does 
not make the love itself any less genuine.


3. As Katniss and Peeta find themselves in desperate need of food, Katniss decides to use the 
romance strategy in the hope that Haymitch will send them something to eat. However, 
a thought suddenly occurs to her as she flirts with Peeta. What is it, and what might it 
imply about her feelings for him?


 Katniss is struck by the idea that Peeta might die, and she realizes that she does not want to 
lose him. She explains that this feeling has nothing to do with ulterior motives: “…while I was 
talking, the idea of actually losing Peeta hit me again and I realized how much I don’t want him 
to die. And it’s not about the sponsors. And it’s not about what will happen back home. And it’s 
not just that I don’t want to be alone. It’s him. I do not want to lose the boy with the bread.”


 Answers may vary. Example: The thought implies that Katniss’s feelings for Peeta are deep and 
genuine. However, whether she is in love with him or feels a meaningful bond of friendship with 
him is still unclear at this point. She seems confused about these new emotions, as indicated 
when she wishes that she had the privacy to sort through them and articulate them: “I wish 
I could pull the shutters closed, blocking out this moment from the prying eyes of Panem…
Whatever I’m feeling, it’s no one’s business but mine.” 


4. After Katniss almost confesses to Peeta that she worries about what life would be like 
without him, he kisses her. How does this kiss differ from the previous ones?


 Katniss feels a warm and curious stirring in her chest. She says that this is the first kiss that 
makes her want another. This kiss differs from the previous ones because it is the first one that 
both Peeta and Katniss are fully aware of: “Neither of us hobbled by sickness or pain or simply 
unconscious. Our lips neither burning with fever or icy cold.”
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5. What does Peeta reveal about his father in this chapter?


 He says that his father had wanted to marry Katniss’s mother. However, she fell in love with 
Katniss’s father, a coal miner with the sweetest singing voice anyone had ever heard.


6. Summarize the story of how Peeta’s crush on Katniss began. What made him fall in love 
with her?


 On the first day of school, when the two of them were five years old, Peeta’s father pointed 
Katniss out to him. He explained that Katniss was the daughter of the woman he had wanted 
to marry. Then, he told Peeta about Katniss’s father’s singing voice, and that it was so beautiful, 
even the birds stopped to listen. Later that day in music assembly, Katniss sang a song in 
front of the class. According to Peeta, her voice was so beautiful that “every bird outside the 
windows fell silent.” Peeta fell in love with her that instant: “And right when your song ended, 
I knew—just like your mother—I was a goner…Then for the next eleven years, I tried to work 
up the nerve to talk to you.”


7. Explain Katniss’s thoughts and feelings after Peeta finishes his story.


 For a brief moment, she is “foolishly happy,” but then great confusion washes over her. This is 
because, according to her, they are supposed to be making up the love story as they go along. 
They are supposed to be pretending to be in love. However, Peeta’s story has many truths in it, 
causing Katniss to wonder if his crush on her might actually be real.


8. Dramatic irony occurs when the reader, or another character in the story, knows more 
about a given situation than the protagonist does. What truth has the reader essentially 
known all along that Katniss has remained ignorant of? How does she gradually become 
conscious of the possibility of this truth after Peeta’s story?


 Answers may vary. Example: Most readers will have inferred from the earliest chapters of the 
novel that Peeta truly is in love with Katniss. His words, actions, and behavior around her all 
have indicated that the star-crossed lovers angle is not an act. This truth also seems apparent 
to some of the other characters in the story—Haymitch and Rue, for example. However, despite 
all of the evidence, Katniss is still unable to see that Peeta’s love for her is real.


 It is not until this chapter that Katniss finally becomes aware of the idea that Peeta’s love 
might be real. She sums up her growing awareness in the following passage, after Peeta has 
described his boyhood crush on her: “It would explain another thing, too. Why Peeta took a 
beating to give me the bread on that awful hollow day. So, if those details are true…could it all 
be true?”







53


The Hunger Games  TEACHER COPY


  STUDY GUIDE


9. When Peeta says to Katniss, “Well, I don’t have much competition here,” what does 
Katniss say, and why is it difficult for her to say it? In your opinion, is she being truthful, 
or is she responding this way for the benefit of the cameras?


 Katniss says to Peeta, “You don’t have much competition anywhere,” implying that she is 
interested in him and no one else. She then leans in and kisses him.


 Answers may vary. Example: Katniss might not really feel that way about Peeta but believes she 
must act the part in order to get the food they both so desperately need. In this way, it is hard for 
her to make such a statement because it is a lie. She feels guilty and uncomfortable knowing that 
she is lying to Peeta, herself, and the viewers back home—especially Gale, perhaps. Conversely, 
the statement may not be a deliberate lie. Katniss may truly be experiencing romantic feelings 
for Peeta at this point. However, expressing them is still difficult under the circumstances. She 
hates the fact that everything she says—even things that should remain private and special—is 
being broadcast all over the country. She also feels a lot of pressure as a result of constantly 
being on camera: “I want to draw away, to close those shutters again, but I know I can’t. It’s as 
if I can hear Haymitch whispering in my ear, ‘Say it! Say it!’”


 Opinions will vary.


10. What happens as a result of Katniss’s response to Peeta and the subsequent kiss?


 Another sponsor gift arrives, which is just what Katniss had been hoping for. It is a basket filled 
with food: “fresh rolls, goat cheese, apples, and best of all, a tureen of that incredible lamb stew 
on wild rice.” Katniss presumes that Haymitch finally sent it because the two of them did such 
a great job playing up their love affair. Katniss says, “…in my head I can hear Haymitch’s 
smug, if slightly exasperated words, ‘Yes, that’s what I’m looking for, sweetheart.’”
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Chapter 23


Vocabulary


acquisition – gaining, obtaining 
discomfort – uneasiness; distress
extricating – freeing, removing
ideally – under perfect conditions
noncommittal – not expressing a definite opinion; vague
peevishly – in a grumpy or irritable manner
repellent – sickening, disgusting 


1. For the first time, Katniss and Peeta wonder how Haymitch won the Hunger Games. 
What conclusion do they come to? How does Katniss come to a better understanding of 
Haymitch and the possible reasons for his alcoholism?


 Because Haymitch is “no physical wonder,” not very handsome, and so disagreeable that few 
contestants would be willing to team up with him, Katniss and Peeta come to the conclusion 
that he must have won the Games by outsmarting the other tributes. 


 Katniss thinks that perhaps Haymitch sobered up enough to help her and Peeta because he 
really thinks that the two of them might actually have the wits to survive the Games. She 
then acknowledges that he probably had not always been a drunk. In the beginning, he most 
likely did his best to help the tributes, but then the job just became unbearable, and he turned 
to alcohol to escape from it. For the first time, Katniss empathizes with Haymitch and his 
situation: “It must be hell to mentor two kids and then watch them die. Year after year after 
year. I realize that if I get out of here, that will become my job. To mentor the girl from District 
12. The idea is so repellent, I thrust it from my mind.”


2. As Peeta and Katniss prepare their dinner, the image in the sky reveals that another tribute 
has been killed. Who is it, and how does Katniss feel about this person’s death?


 Thresh has been killed. Katniss realizes that she should feel happy or relieved, knowing that 
now there is one less tribute to face. However, she feels deep sadness instead: “All I can think 
about is Thresh letting me go, letting me run because of Rue, who died with that spear in her 
stomach….” Later that night, Katniss hides her face from the cameras and says a silent good-
bye to Thresh, thanking him for sparing her life and promising to do something to help his and 
Rue’s families if she survives the Games. 
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3. One of the novel’s major concepts concerns the questionable authenticity of “reality” 
television. Explain how this concept is emphasized as Katniss looks out at the moon after 
the rain stops. What other elements of unreality can you identify in the Games?


 After the rain stops, Katniss can see a beautiful full moon. However, she wonders if it is really 
the moon, or if it is simply an image projected by the Gamemakers. She longs for it to be real—
the same moon that she sees from home. She explains, “That would give me something to cling 
to in the surreal world of the arena where the authenticity of everything is to be doubted.”


 Answers may vary. Example: Like many contemporary reality television shows, the Hunger Games 
contains several elements of unreality. In addition to the Gamemakers’ manipulation of the weather 
and the images in the sky, other examples of artifice inherent in the Games include the following: 


competition will take place.


to the audience.


and/or enhanced for the purpose of gaining viewers and sponsorship.


to televise. Certain things are played up and certain things are deliberately omitted.


realistically.


 Katniss notes several examples in which she deliberately acts a certain way in an attempt 
to manipulate the viewing audience. Many, if not all, of these points apply to contemporary 
reality shows in our own society.


4. What is the Victor’s Village? Describe Katniss’s thoughts as she considers what her life 
would be like in the Victor’s Village. How are her thoughts on the matter related to the 
concept of identity?


 The Victor’s Village is the part of town in each district that is set aside for winners of the 
Hunger Games. The Village contains fine houses, in contrast to the simple, rundown homes of 
the rest of the community.


 Katniss begins by imagining the benefits of a life in the Victor’s Village. She would have wealth 
and fame, her mother and Prim would live with her in the Village, they would no longer 
fear hunger, and they would experience a “new kind of freedom.” She then questions what 
this freedom would bring and notes its apparently negative aspects, many of which relate to 
concerns about her identity. 
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 Katniss is afraid that if she began living a life of leisure—something she has never experienced 
before—then she would somehow lose herself. She would not know what to do or how to fill her 
days. Essentially, she would not know who she is anymore. She explains this concern in the following 
passage: “What would my life be like on a daily basis? Most of it has been consumed with the 
acquisition of food. Take that away and I’m not really sure who I am, what my identity is.”


5. Why does Katniss vow to never have children?


 She does not want to bring a child into the world because she knows how easily a child can 
be lost under such an oppressive government: “[I]f there’s one thing being a victor doesn’t 
guarantee, it’s your children’s safety. My kids’ names would go right into the reaping balls with 
everyone else’s. And I swear I’ll never let that happen.”


6. What does Katniss predict her relationship with Peeta might be if the two of them make 
it home?


 Still unconvinced that he is really in love with her, Katniss predicts that they will, at least, 
remain friends: “Nothing will change the fact that we’ve saved each other’s lives in here. And 
beyond that, he will always be the boy with the bread. Good friends.” Katniss then almost 
entertains the idea of having something with Peeta that is deeper than friendship. She seems 


his eyes upon her “all the way from District 12.”


7. Who dies at the end of the chapter, and how? In what way is Peeta responsible for this 
tribute’s death?


 Foxface dies from eating nightlock, a deadly berry. 


 Peeta is indirectly responsible for Foxface’s death because he had unknowingly picked the fatal 
berries for him and Katniss to eat. When he went to forage further into the woods, leaving 
the berries to dry in the sun, Foxface had slipped out and taken some of the berries, along 
with some of the goat cheese in the pack. Assuming the berries were safe to eat because Peeta 
and Katniss were apparently going to eat them, Foxface had consumed them. She died a few 
moments later.
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Chapter 24


Vocabulary


deplete – to drain; to use up
dissonant – disagreeable with regard to sound; jarring
oblige – to gratify or please
unhinged – disturbed; mentally unstable; crazy


1. Aside from Peeta, Katniss, Rue, and perhaps Thresh, very few of the tributes have appeared 
as sympathetic figures. How might you argue that Foxface is a sympathetic character?


 Answers may vary. Example: Like Peeta, Katniss, and Rue, Foxface has spent her time in the 
Games avoiding trouble, as opposed to aggressively seeking it out, like the Career Tributes 
have. As far as the reader knows, Foxface did not kill anyone. Instead, her strategy had been 
to run swiftly, hide skillfully, and use her wits to survive. She did not even try to harm Peeta 
when she had come so close to him without his knowledge. Katniss obviously feels a degree of 
respect for the girl. Later that night, when her face is shown in the sky, Katniss thinks, “I can’t 
pretend I’ll miss her, but I have to admire her. My guess is if they had given us some sort of test, 
she would have been the smartest of all the tributes.”


2. Why does Katniss stop Peeta from throwing away the deadly berries?


 She wisely suggests that if the berries had fooled Foxface, then they might fool Cato, too: “If he’s 
chasing us or something, we can act like we accidentally drop the pouch and if he eats them….”


3. What are Katniss’s assumptions about Cato in this chapter? What might be his weakness, 
according to her?


 Katniss wonders if Cato might be slightly insane. She remembers how he had become “completely 
unhinged” when he had found the supplies had been blown up. She also thinks that he might 
not be quite as smart as she had presumed he would be. 


 According to Katniss, Cato’s weakness involves his uncontrollable temper and the fact that he 
might not be very clever. She thinks that he could “easily lose his judgment in a fit of temper.”


4. Identify an example of foreshadowing in the chapter.


 As she and Peeta leave the cave in the morning, Katniss has a feeling they are leaving it for the 
last time: “Leaving the cave has a sense of finality about it. I don’t think there will be another 
night in the arena somehow. One way or the other, dead or alive, I have the feeling I’ll escape it 
today.” Her thoughts can be interpreted as a prophesy of the events to come.
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5. What have the Gamemakers done to drive the remaining tributes together?


 The Gamemakers have drained all the bodies of water except for the lake. This will force the tributes 
together, as all three of them will eventually need to go to the lake to get water. Additionally, as 
Katniss notes, the lake is the best location for the finale of the Games: “…the lake…Where there’s 
no cover. Where they’re guaranteed a bloody fight to the death with nothing to block their view.”


6. Describe the alarming development at the end of the chapter. What is Cato desperately 
running from?


 Cato smashes through the trees and runs straight at Katniss and Peeta. Katniss shoots an 
arrow at him but it falls aside when it hits him, indicating that Cato is wearing some kind of 
body armor. Strangely, Cato does not stop when he gets to Katniss and Peeta but continues 
to charge right between them. This is when Katniss realizes that he has not necessarily been 
running toward them—he has been running away from something else. She looks up to see 
several creatures leap onto the plain and come hurtling toward them.


Chapter 25


Vocabulary


asphyxiation – death from lack of air; suffocation 
attributes – qualities, characteristics 
callously – cruelly, heartlessly
disclosed – revealed, made known
hollowly – without feeling; vacantly
inadvertently – accidentally, without intent 
revoked – cancelled, withdrawn; annulled 
tourniquet – a strong bandage or tie that is used to stop blood loss
vengeance – revenge, payback


1. Describe the creatures that have leapt out of the woods to menace Katniss, Peeta, and Cato.


 They are another type of mutation evidently created by the Capitol. They seem to be a combination 
of wolf and human. The creatures are able to balance upright on their hind legs, and they can 
even use their paws to signal to the rest of the pack in a sort of hand gesture. The most eerie thing 
about them, according to Katniss, is that their eyes are “unmistakably human.”


2. What does Katniss suddenly realize as she looks into the human-like eyes of one of the 
creatures? What worries her the most about the creatures?


 As she looks into the green eyes of one mutt with blonde fur, Katniss notices that its collar 
contains the number “1” inlaid with jewels. She suddenly realizes that this creature is Glimmer, 
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the blonde, green-eyed girl from District 1. Katniss looks around and sees that all of the mutts 
are once-dead tributes: “It’s them. It’s all of them. The others. Rue and Foxface and…all of the 
other tributes.” 


 Apparently, the Gamemakers have taken the eyes of the deceased tributes and implanted them 
in the giant wolves. What worries Katniss most is the idea that the Gamemakers may also have 
implanted the brains of the tributes into the creatures. She thinks, “What about their brains? 
Have they been given any of the real tributes’ memories? Have they been programmed to hate 
our faces particularly because we have survived and they were so callously murdered? And the 
ones we actually killed…do they believe they’re avenging their own deaths?”


3. Explain how Katniss saves Peeta from Cato. How does Peeta help her to accomplish this feat?


 Cato has Peeta in a tight headlock. Katniss knows that if she shoots Cato, Peeta will 
automatically fall with him into the jaws of the deadly mutts below. Just as Peeta is about to 
suffocate from the pressure on his neck, he is able to draw an “X” in blood on the back of Cato’s 
hand, marking the spot where Katniss should aim her arrow. Katniss shoots, and the arrow 
pierces Cato’s hand, which causes him to involuntarily release Peeta from his grasp. Cato then 
plummets to the ground as Katniss grabs Peeta, saving him from the same fate.


4. The suffering of others as a form of entertainment is a major theme in the novel. How is 
this theme emphasized as Katniss and Peeta listen to Cato’s terrible moaning? Why do the 
Gamemakers not just order the mutts to kill Cato and put him out of his misery?


 Katniss says that Cato’s suffering is the ultimate form of entertainment, according to the 
Gamemakers: “No viewer could turn away from the show now. From the Gamemakers’ point 
of view, this is the final word in entertainment.” 


 While the Gamemakers look upon Cato’s agony as entertainment, Katniss and Peeta are unable 
to detach themselves from it, despite the fact that Cato had been their mortal enemy. The 
psychological effects of bearing witness to such suffering are highlighted in the following passage, 
as Katniss describes her emotions while listening to Cato’s moans: “It goes on and on and on 
and eventually completely consumes my mind, blocking out memories and hopes of tomorrow, 
erasing everything but the present, which I begin to believe will never change. There will never be 
anything but cold and fear and the agonized sounds of the boy dying in the horn.”


5. How does Cato ultimately meet his death?


 In the morning, Cato has moved closer to the mouth of the horn, affording Katniss a chance to 
shoot him with one of her arrows. She kills Cato more out of mercy than anything else: “Pity, 
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6. After the hovercraft retrieves Cato’s body, Katniss and Peeta wait for one to retrieve them, 
as the Games should now be over; however, nothing happens. Suddenly, the voice of 
Claudius Templesmith thunders into the arena. What announcement does he make? 
What is the reason for this announcement?


 Templesmith announces that the earlier change to the rules has been revoked: “Closer examination 
of the rule book has disclosed that only one winner may be allowed…Good luck and may the 
odds be ever in your favor.”


 According to Katniss, the Gamemakers had actually never intended to let two contestants live. 
They had devised the false rule change to encourage Katniss and Peeta to do their best to win the 
Games, and it worked. As soon as the two of them were the last tributes left, the Gamemakers’ 
plan was to revoke the rule. They concocted this entire scheme to force Katniss and Peeta, the 
star-crossed lovers from District 12, to fight each other to the death. As Katniss describes it, this 
would amount to “the most dramatic showdown in history.”


7. After the announcement, what does Peeta do with his knife? What does Katniss do with 
her bow? Why do they take these actions?


 Peeta begins to pull his knife from his belt. Instinctively defending herself, Katniss aims an 
arrow straight at his heart. However, Peeta had meant only to throw his knife into the lake, 
which he does. Katniss, burning with shame, drops her bow and arrow.


 They drop their weapons because neither one of them can face the thought of actually killing 
the other, even though this is the only way to end the Games. Neither could live with themselves 
if they committed such an act. As Katniss says when she tries to make Peeta kill her instead: 
“‘You shoot me and go home and live with it!’ And as I say it, I know death right here, right 
now would be the easier of the two.”


8. What do Peeta and Katniss do in the final scene of the chapter, and why? What is the 
result of their action?


 They each take a handful of the deadly berries and stand with their backs together, holding hands. 
They make it clear to the viewing audience that they are going to kill themselves rather than kill 
each other. This, of course, takes the star-crossed lovers theme to its ultimate tragic conclusion.


 Through their apparent attempt at double suicide, Katniss and Peeta are denying the Gamemakers 
a victor and, therefore, deliberately subverting the entire point of the Games. As Katniss explains, 
“Without a victor, the whole thing would blow up in the Gamemakers’ faces. They’d have failed 
the Capitol. Might possibly even be executed, slowly and painfully while the cameras broadcast 
it to every screen in the country…If Peeta and I were both to die, or they thought we were….” 
Katniss hopes that the bluff will cause the Gamemakers to change their minds.


 The bluff works. On the count of three, Katniss and Peeta both lift the berries to their mouths. 
Just at that moment, the trumpets blare, and Claudius Templesmith frantically shouts for them to 
stop. He then declares Katniss and Peeta the dual victors of the Seventy-fourth Hunger Games.
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Chapter 26


Vocabulary


apprehensively – anxiously, fearfully 
benign – kind; gentle, harmless
cadences – accents; tones 
calculated – planned, designed 
contrived – artificial, unnatural 
ecstatically – with great joy or excitement
enviously – jealously 
feral – wild, untamed 
garish – showy, flashy
indeterminate – indefinite, uncertain
prominent – noticeable
unassuming – modest; not showy


1. What is Katniss’s immediate reaction when she sees the doctors begin to work on Peeta? 
Why does she react this way?


 Katniss is petrified because she does not trust the doctors. Traumatized from her time in the 
Games and the many betrayals of the Gamemakers, she views the doctors as “just one more 
threat, one more pack of mutts designed to kill him.” She lunges at the doctors but is caught and 
thrown into another room, where a glass door immediately closes and seals her off from them.


2. What shocks Katniss when she sees her face reflected in the glass door?


 Her eyes are wild, her cheeks hollow, and her hair matted and tangled. She looks like a crazed, 
feral animal. “No wonder everyone is keeping a safe distance from me,” she thinks.


3. The first thing Katniss wants to do when she finally is able to leave her room in the 
hospital is to see Peeta, to make sure he is alive and okay. However, she is not permitted 
to see him just yet. Why?


 Haymitch explains to her that Peeta is fine. However, she cannot see him yet because the 
Capitol wants to televise their reunion live at that night’s presentation ceremony.


4. As they work on Katniss’s hair and makeup, the members of the prep team excitedly 
rattle on about the Games. Why does Katniss need to tune them out to keep from hating 
them? How does their reaction to the Games differ from that of the people in District 12, 
according to Katniss?


 Although they are discussing the Games, all they are really talking about is themselves, 
shallowly going on about “where they were or what they were doing or how they felt when a 
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specific event occurred.” As Katniss angrily notes, “Everything is about them, not the dying 
boys and girls in the arena.” 


 The reaction of the prep team differs markedly from that of the people in District 12. No one in 
that district chatters about the Games as if they are some kind of thrilling obsession to replay 
again and again. On the contrary, the people of District 12 watch the Games only because they 
are forced to do so. Additionally, when the Games are finally over, there is no excited replaying 
of them in conversation. Instead, people get back to business as soon as possible, trying to put 
the horrific event behind them.


5. After Cinna dresses Katniss, she notes that the appearance he has created for her must be a 
“very calculated look.” Describe the look that Cinna gives Katniss for the closing ceremonies. 
Why do you think he gives her this particular look?


 
fabric glows softly, giving the illusion of candlelight. Her hair is held back by a simple hairband 
and her makeup is tastefully done, making her face appear fuller and softer. As Katniss looks in 
the mirror, she concludes, “I look, very simply, like a girl. A young one. Fourteen at the most. 
Innocent. Harmless.”


 Opinions will vary. However, it is clear that Cinna wants Katniss to project the image of youth 
and innocence for some reason. He also mentions Peeta at one point, perhaps indicating that 
this costume will somehow play a part in the star-crossed lovers scenario.


6. What does Haymitch whisper to Katniss before the ceremony as she waits below the stage?


 He urgently tells her that she is in trouble, that the Capitol is furious with her for humiliating 
them in the arena. “The one thing they can’t stand is being laughed at and they’re the joke 
of Panem,” he says. He then tells her that she and Peeta must make the Capitol believe that 
they attempted to eat the berries because neither one of them could bear the thought of living 
without the other. They must convince the Capitol that they acted not out of defiance, but out 
of their desperate love for one another. Haymitch explains, “Your only defense can be you were 
so madly in love you weren’t responsible for your actions.” 


7. In what way had the apparent double suicide attempt been an act of rebellion in the 
Capitol’s eyes? Why does Katniss describe the upcoming ceremony as “the most dangerous 
part of the Hunger Games”?


 The Hunger Games are the Capitol’s most powerful weapon, and no one is supposed to be able 
to defeat this weapon. When they chose to kill themselves instead of each other, Katniss and 
Peeta undermined the entire idea of the Games: to keep the citizens divided against one another 
so that the Capitol would always retain its power. Then, when the Gamemakers fell for the 
ruse and declared both Katniss and Peeta victors, the two of them actually beat the Games. To 
conquer the Games is to strike such a heavy blow against the Capitol that it might very well 
weaken the government’s power.
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 For Katniss, the upcoming ceremony is the most dangerous part of the Games because she must 
pull off “the girl-driven-crazy-by-love scenario” in order to save herself and the people she 
loves from the wrath of the Capitol. She tells the reader, “It’s so much worse than being hunted 
in the arena. There, I could die. End of story. But out here Prim, my mother, Gale, the people of 
District 12, everyone I care about back home could be punished…And Peeta…Peeta will suffer, 
too, if this goes wrong.”


Chapter 27


Vocabulary


disproportionate – unequal, unbalanced 
gauzy – lightweight, delicate, and sheer 
inaudible – impossible to hear 
insidious – harmful in a subtle way; stealthy
instigator – someone who starts trouble
intoxicated – drunk 
misled – tricked, deceived 
objectively – in a detached manner, without being influenced by emotion
ornate – lavishly decorated 
palpable – almost able to be felt; obvious, clear 
rapport – a bond formed through communication and understanding
segue – to move from one state or situation to another 


1. According to Katniss, the editors responsible for condensing all of the footage into a 
three-hour program must do so by choosing a particular story to tell. What type of story 
do they decide to tell this year?


 For the first time in the history of the Hunger Games, the editors tell a love story. They focus 
primarily on shots of Katniss and Peeta, interspersed periodically with shots of the other 
tributes dying. Students should note how the condensed footage emphasizes the inauthentic 
nature of reality television, as well as the concept of appearance vs. reality.


2. How do the editors present Rue’s death? Explain what they leave in and what they choose 
to leave out. What are their reasons for these decisions, in your opinion?


 They show Rue’s death in full: the spearing, Katniss’s failed rescue attempt, the death of Rue’s 
murderer by Katniss’s arrow, and Rue dying in Katniss’s arms. They even leave in the entire 
song that Katniss had sung to Rue. Notably, however, they leave out the scene in which Katniss 
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 Opinions will vary. Example: The editors probably show Rue’s entire death for the high drama 
it offers. In addition, it is an unusual death in the history of the Hunger Games because Rue dies 
in the arms of another tribute. The friendship and empathy that Katniss and Rue demonstrate 
with one another is practically unheard of in the Games, where each tribute is primarily 
concerned with his or her own survival, and where the death of another is seen as beneficial, 
bringing the remaining survivors that much closer to winning the Games. Leaving in the song 
that Katniss sang to Rue gives the editors another opportunity to present drama and pathos. 
In addition, it works to gain sympathy and favor for Katniss, which is necessary for the larger 
story arc: the love story between her and Peeta. 


the gesture “smacks of rebellion.” As mentioned previously, Katniss’s action emphasizes Rue’s 
undeniable humanity and by extension, the humanity of all the rest of the tributes. Viewing 
such a scene may cause the audience to realize that those from other districts are not their 
enemies but are, in fact, fellow human beings. This is obviously the last thing that the Capitol 
wants its citizens to be thinking because it promotes solidarity and, therefore, weakens the 
power of the government. 


3. What does President Snow do when he takes the stage after the highlights are shown? 
How does Katniss describe the look that the president gives her? What message is he 
sending with this look, according to Katniss? 


 President Snow separates a single crown into two halves. He smiles as he places the first half on 
Peeta’s head. He continues to smile as he places the second half on Katniss’s head. However, as he 
looks at her, Katniss notes that “his eyes, just inches from mine, are as unforgiving as a snake’s.”


 According to Katniss, the president is silently telling her that he knows she had been the 
mastermind behind the apparent double suicide attempt and that he is extremely displeased 
with her: “That’s when I know that even though both of us would have eaten the berries, I am 
to blame for having the idea. I’m the instigator. I’m the one to be punished.”


4. Later that night, Katniss leaves her room to look for Peeta on the roof. Not finding him 
there, she goes back to bed but is still unable to sleep. What does she decide to do at 
that point, and how is her plan thwarted? Describe the ominous feeling that the incident 
leaves her with.


 Katniss decides to go directly to Peeta’s room. When she turns the knob on her door to leave the 
room, she finds that it has been locked from the outside. 


 At first, Katniss suspects that Haymitch may have locked her in because he does not want her and 
Peeta to speak to one another with so much surveillance surrounding them. She then develops an 
ominous feeling that someone from the Capitol has locked her in. She is afraid that the Capitol is 
not only monitoring her every move, but is also confining her as if she is a criminal or prisoner: 
“I’ve been unable to escape since the Hunger Games began, but this feels different, much more 
personal. This feels like I’ve been imprisoned for a crime and I’m awaiting sentencing.”
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5. What does Caesar Flickerman reveal about Peeta’s leg that Katniss had not been aware of? 
Describe her reaction to this news.


 Caesar asks Peeta how his “new leg” is working out, revealing that the injured leg had to be 
amputated. He now walks with a prosthetic leg. 


 Katniss is very upset at the news. She believes her use of the tourniquet was to blame. However, both 
Peeta and Caesar try to convince her that Peeta would have bled to death if it had not been for her. 
While she admits to herself that this is probably true, she remains distressed. Feeling as though she is 
about to cry, she ends up burying her head in Peeta’s shirt to hide her face from the prying cameras.


6. What is Caesar’s final question for Katniss? Quote her response. Do you think she is 
successful at convincing Caesar and the viewers of her love for Peeta?


 Caesar asks Katniss the question she has been dreading: What was going on in her mind the 
moment she pulled out the deadly berries?


 In a barely audible voice, she replies, “I don’t know, I just…couldn’t bear the thought of…being 
without him.”


 Answers may vary. Example: Katniss’s reply, combined with her sincere and unpretentious 
demeanor, seems to have been the right one. Everyone in the studio is laughing and crying and 
hugging each other. When Katniss asks Haymitch if she had done okay, he replies, “Perfect.”


7. Explain how Katniss reclaims her identity in this chapter. How does she transform herself 
back into the person she was before the Games? How does the recovery of her true identity 
affect her relationship with Peeta?


 As the train moves farther and farther away from the Capitol, Katniss begins to feel her freedom 
coming back to her. She excuses herself from the others to go change out of her dress and into 
her ordinary attire. The concept of personal identity is emphasized as she strips away the false 
Katniss that the Capitol had created and reclaims her true self: “As I slowly, thoroughly wash 
the makeup from my face and put my hair in its braid, I begin transforming back into myself. 
Katniss Everdeen. A girl who lives in the Seam. Hunts in the woods. Trades in the Hob. I stare 
in the mirror as I try to remember who I am and who I am not.”


 Answers may vary. Example: Upon reclaiming her old self, Katniss acknowledges that she 
is not the lovesick girl she had pretended to be during the Games and their aftermath. She 
realizes that she can no longer continue the charade of being madly in love with Peeta. In 
addition, she cannot help thinking of Gale and comparing him to Peeta. It seems that, while she 
has deep feelings of some kind for Peeta, she may actually be in love with Gale. Of Gale (and 
then Peeta) she says, “I feel like I’ve been lying to someone who trusts me. Or more accurately, 
to two people. I’ve been getting away with it up to this point because of the Games. But there 
will be no Games to hide behind back home.”
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8. What causes Peeta to question Katniss’s feelings for him? Explain his reaction to this 
newfound awareness.


 Haymitch comes up to Katniss and Peeta as they are walking together along the tracks. He 
says to them, “Great job, you two. Just keep it up in the district until the cameras are gone. We 
should be okay.” Peeta knows that Haymitch has not been coaching him on the star-crossed 
lovers angle because, for Peeta, the love is real. However, Haymitch’s words here indicate that 
he has been coaching Katniss, and that he must have been doing so all along. This, of course, 
implies that Katniss had been faking her love for Peeta all along. He questions her: “So, what 
you’re saying is, these last few days and then I guess…back in the arena…that was just some 
strategy you two worked out…It was all for the Games…How you acted.” 


 The knowledge leaves Peeta feeling angry, hurt, and betrayed. He had mistakenly believed her 
to be in love with him. 


9. Summarize Katniss’s thoughts when she sees Peeta the following day. What does she wish 
she could tell him concerning her behavior during the Games, her feelings toward him, 
and why a romantic relationship between the two of them seems hopeless to her?


 She wants to tell Peeta that he is being unfair in judging her. She had played the part of being 
in love with him not because she wanted to deceive him, but because she had to do whatever it 
took to keep them both alive in the Games. She wishes she could explain that, even if she did 
have feelings for him, the relationship could never work out because the things that he probably 
wants from life are things that she is unable to give him: “…it’s no good loving me because I’m 
never going to get married anyway and he’d just end up hating me later instead of sooner…I’ll 
never be able to afford the kind of love that leads to a family, to children. And how can he? How 
can he after what we’ve just been through?”


10. What does Peeta do as the train pulls into the station, and how does Katniss respond?


 Peeta extends his hand to her and asks, “One more time? For the audience?” Katniss accepts 
his hand and holds onto it tightly.


11. What is Katniss dreading as the novel comes to a close? How can the last line of the book 
be interpreted on more than one level?


 As the novel comes to a close, Katniss is clutching Peeta’s hand and dreading the moment when 
she will finally have to “let go.” 


 In the final line of the novel, the phrase, “let go” can be interpreted on more than one level. 
Literally, Katniss is dreading the inevitable moment when she will have to release Peeta’s hand, 
something that has brought her a very real and physical sense of security ever since the start of the 
Games, when the two of them had been directed to hold hands during the opening ceremonies. 
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 On a deeper level, Katniss is dreading that she will soon have to let go of Peeta himself. Whether 
her feelings for Peeta are romantic or platonic is not known at this point. (It seems clear that 
even Katniss is uncertain about the exact nature of those feelings.) One thing of which she is 
completely certain is that she cares deeply about Peeta and does not want to lose him. The 
extraordinary bond that the two of them had formed during the Games is in danger of breaking 
now that they are returning to their lives in District 12. Additionally, any future relationship 
between them has already been threatened because Peeta feels that Katniss has betrayed him 
by pretending to love him. Moreover, Katniss may actually be in love with Gale (although she 
remains uncertain of this as well). As the novel closes, Katniss is overwhelmed by the feeling 
that she is losing Peeta, and is dreading the moment when she must finally let go of him. As she 
tells the reader when Peeta extends his hand to her: “His voice isn’t angry. It’s hollow, which is 
worse. Already the boy with the bread is slipping away from me.”
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The Hunger Games
Part I: “The Tributes”


Chapter 1


Vocabulary


apothecary – a place where medicines are sold; a pharmacy
claustrophobic – cramped, confined, closed in
deterrent – something that prevents or discourages
indifferent – uncaring; not interested
iridescent – shimmering, gleaming
maniacally – in a crazy or overexcited manner
obliterated – completely destroyed, wiped out
paraffin – wax used to make candles
paunchy – having a large belly
pelt – the hide and fur of an animal
poaching – illegally hunting and taking fish or game 
preposterous – ridiculous; outrageous
reaping – harvesting; gathering
repentance – remorse for one’s sins
sustenance – food, nourishment
torturous – painful, agonizing
unintelligible – impossible to understand or make sense of
vermin – bugs or other pests that carry disease
verve – energy; enthusiasm


1. Who is the narrator of the story? What form of narration is used?


2. Describe Katniss’s family members. How does she feel toward each of them? What happened 
to her father?
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3. Point out at least two examples within the first few pages that indicate that Katniss’s family 
is very poor. Who provides for the family, and how?


4. Where do Katniss and her family live?


5. What type of work do most of the people in the Seam do? How does the author use 
descriptive imagery in her depiction of the workers? What mood does she create with this 
type of imagery?


6. As the novel begins, Katniss makes several references to something called “the reaping.” 
Find at least two quotes from the first several pages of the chapter, in which the reaping (or 
reaping day) is mentioned. How does the author create suspense through these references?


7. What are some indications within the first few pages that the government of Panem is 
oppressive?


8. Describe Gale. How does Katniss feel about him?
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9. As Gale and Katniss sit together eating bread and gazing down at the valley, Gale says, 
“We could do it, you know.” What is he suggesting they do? What is Katniss’s response?


10. What is the Hob? Who are the Peacekeepers?


11. Explain how the reaping system works, according to Katniss. Which class of people suffers 
the most because of the way the system operates?


12. A tessera is defined as a small tile that is used in a mosaic. In ancient times, tesserae were 
small pieces of wood or other hard objects used as tokens or tickets. How does the author 
incorporate both definitions into her use of tesserae?


13. Identify at least two examples from the chapter indicating that District 12 is marked by 
deep divisions among the social classes.


14. Identify the simile that Katniss uses to describe the camera crews that have come to televise 
the reaping. What does this simile imply about these people and their line of work? Find at 
least two more examples of simile in the chapter.
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15. As an introduction to the ceremony, the mayor reads an account of the history of Panem. 
Briefly summarize the country’s history. How does the country’s past relate to the current 
tradition of the Hunger Games?


16. Explain the rules of the Hunger Games. What does the winner receive?


17. According to Katniss, what is the “real message” that the government intends to send to 
its citizens through the tradition of the Hunger Games?


18. In what ways are the Hunger Games used as entertainment or a type of festivity? Why 
does the Capitol require its citizens to view the Games this way?


19. Who is Haymitch Abernathy? How does he behave at the reaping ceremony? What might 
his behavior indicate about the lasting effect of the Hunger Games on its participants?


20. Whose name is the first to be drawn in the reaping? What is ironic about this circumstance?
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Chapter 2


Vocabulary


condone – to accept (something wrong or offensive); to excuse or forgive
dissent – disagreement, opposition
mesmerized – hypnotized; captivated
protocol – a standard procedure or practice
relentless – unstoppable; persistent
synonymous – having the same meaning
tenuous – fragile, delicate
valor – courage, bravery
vaporized – reduced to nothing; destroyed
weal – a raised mark on the skin resulting from a blow


1. What does Katniss do as Prim is about to climb onto the stage to accept her fate? Why is 
her action shocking?


2. Although Katniss is upset and emotionally overwhelmed, she refuses to cry. Why?


3. According to Katniss, what is the “boldest form of dissent” that the citizens of District 12 
can manage? 


4. Describe the unexpected gesture that the members of the crowd make toward Katniss. 
What does it signify?
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5. When Katniss learns that Peeta Mellark will be the male tribute, she reacts with distress 
and alarm. Why does she feel conflicted about this situation?


6. Find an example of personification Katniss uses in her description of stumbling around 
in the rain searching for food.


7. What does the dandelion symbolize in the following quote? How is it connected to Peeta 
in Katniss’s mind?


“To this day, I can never shake the connection between this boy, Peeta Mellark, and the bread that 
gave me hope, and the dandelion that reminded me that I was not doomed.”
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Chapter 3


Vocabulary


blather – empty talk; nonsense
concoction – a mixture, a blend
decrepit – rundown, falling apart
disgruntled – unhappy; irritated
enunciate – to pronounce clearly
evasive – deliberately vague; not honest or direct
immobilizing – having the ability to stop all movement or action; paralyzing
insurmountable – impossible to conquer; overwhelming
maces – heavy clubs with metal spikes on the tops
mentor – a teacher or guide
replicate – to imitate or copy
sanctioned – authorized, approved


1. What parting advice does Katniss give to her sister and mother? How will they get by without 
her, according to Katniss?


2. When Prim says that maybe Katniss can win the competition, Katniss thinks, “I can’t 
win.” What are her reasons for thinking this?


3. In addition to her family, who are Katniss’s three visitors? What does each of them give to 
her?


4. What additional advice does Gale give to Katniss about survival in the Games? What is it 
about this advice that makes her uneasy?
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5. As Katniss looks more closely at the pin that Madge has given her, she realizes that the small 
golden bird with a ring around it is a mockingjay. Briefly explain what a mockingjay is. Why 
are such birds “something of a slap in the face to the Capitol,” according to Katniss?


6. Why is the mockingjay pin comforting to Katniss? What might mockingjays symbolize?


7. Near the end of the chapter, the reader learns that Haymitch Abernathy will be Katniss and 
Peeta’s mentor. What are the duties of a mentor, according to Effie Trinket? Do you think that 
Haymitch will be able to live up to these responsibilities? Give reasons for your opinion.
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Chapter 4


Vocabulary


deflect – to block; to ward off
detest – to hate
gnarled – knotted, twisted
gorged – stuffed 
grandeur – greatness, magnificence, splendor
incoherent – unable to speak or think clearly
inexplicable – mysterious; puzzling
oblivion – unconsciousness; nothingness
obscenities – swears, curses
parchment – paper made from the skin of an animal
tureen – a deep serving dish


1. When Katniss realizes that Peeta has been acting out of kindness, she becomes anxious 
and disturbed. Why does this knowledge distress her, and what decision does she make 
regarding it? Describe the symbolic action she takes after coming to her decision.


2. In this chapter, the reader learns the significance of Katniss’s name. What was she named 
after? 


3. Katniss says that her father used to jokingly tell her, “As long as you can find yourself, you’ll 
never starve.” How can his words be interpreted both literally and metaphorically?


4. According to Katniss, why does District 12 never stand a chance in the Hunger Games? 
How is Haymitch mainly at fault for this situation?
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5. What deal do Katniss and Peeta make with Haymitch in this chapter?


6. Describe the Capitol as Katniss and Peeta see it from the window of the train. In what 
ways does the Capitol appear unreal, artificial, or lacking in substance?


7. What are Katniss’s thoughts about Peeta as the chapter comes to a close?
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Chapter 5


Vocabulary


affectations – showy behaviors; artificial mannerisms
complementary – matching; corresponding
despicable – hateful; disgraceful 
engulfed – surrounded, overtaken
flamboyant – showy, flashy
grotesque – ugly; monstrous 
prestigious – important, prominent
tangible – able to be touched or felt; physical
unitard – a tight-fitting body suit


1. Collins has said that she intended for the Capitol to resemble ancient Rome and for the 
Hunger Games to parallel the brutal gladiator games that took place there. Find at least 
two references to ancient Rome in this chapter.


2. When Katniss’s prep team finishes scrubbing her and removing nearly every bit of hair 
from her body, Flavius looks at her and says, “Excellent! You almost look like a human 
being now!” What is ironic about his statement?


3. In what ways is Cinna different from the other members of Katniss’s prep team?


4. Describe the costumes that Cinna and Portia create for Katniss and Peeta. How does the 
crowd react to the two of them when they arrive by chariot in City Circle?
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5. How does Katniss respond to the crowd’s reaction?


6. After lighting the costumes, Cinna has one final idea to make the crowd go wild for Katniss 
and Peeta. What does he tell them to do? How does Katniss feel about this request?
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Chapter 6


Vocabulary


adversaries – enemies, opponents
barbarism – crude or uncivilized behavior
hovercraft – a vehicle that can move over land or water by way of a cushion of air 


created by powerful fans
maimed – severely injured; mutilated
mandatory – required by authority
surveillance – close observation


1. What comment of Effie Trinket’s does Katniss find ironic, and why?


2. At dinner, Katniss thinks she recognizes the serving girl with the dark red hair but she 
is unable to place her. Effie Trinket then snaps, “Don’t be ridiculous, Katniss. How could 
you possibly know an Avox?” What is an Avox?


3. What does Haymitch mean when he says that the handholding between Katniss and Peeta 
had been “the perfect touch of rebellion”?


4. When the two of them are alone on the roof, Katniss finally reveals to Peeta how she came 
to recognize the redheaded girl. Briefly summarize the story she tells about the girl.
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5. Katniss says she is sure that the boy and girl had been from the Capitol. She then wonders 
why they would have left the Capitol, since “they had everything here. No cause to rebel.” 
What does the couple’s escape attempt suggest about the reality of life in the Capitol?


6. When Katniss returns to her room, the redheaded girl is there tidying it up. What does 
Katniss wish she could say to the girl? To what does she compare her passivity upon 
seeing the girl and boy fleeing through the woods that day?
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Chapter 7


Vocabulary


amiable – friendly; agreeable 
animate – to liven up
arbitrarily – randomly; without a method or reason
arrogance – self-importance, conceit
brutality – cruelty, viciousness
deluged – soaked, drenched; engulfed 
demean – to put down; to insult
emaciated – extremely thin from lack of food
exertion – hard work; effort
glower – to frown or scowl 
inaccessible – beyond one’s reach; not easily obtained
intimidate – to threaten or frighten
oblivious – unaware, ignorant
resourcefulness – the ability to cope with a difficult situation cleverly and skillfully
skewer – to stab; to spear
surly – rude, disagreeable 


1. Katniss awakens after a night of disturbing dreams. What did she dream about? What 
might be significant about her having bitten the side of her cheek in her sleep?


2. What are some indications that Peeta likes Katniss more than she has realized up to this 
point? Provide at least two examples from this chapter or the previous chapter. How does 
Katniss feel about Peeta’s feelings for her?


3. Describe Katniss’s thoughts as she looks over the other tributes at the Training Center. 
Who are the Career Tributes, and what makes them threatening?
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4. Who is Rue? To what does Katniss compare her? Why does Rue remind Katniss of her 
sister, Prim?


5. What shocking thing does Katniss do at the end of her archery demonstration? Why does 
she do it?
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Chapter 8


Vocabulary


arduous – extremely difficult
confidant – a trusted friend; a person with whom one can share secrets
defiantly – in a bold or rebellious manner
guffaws – laughs in a loud and rowdy way
irredeemably – hopelessly
leniency – mercy, tolerance
menacing – scary; threatening
mischievously – in a playful or sly manner
pungent – sharp; strong 


1. After her shocking act at the archery demonstration, Katniss locks herself in her room and 
sobs. Why is she crying? What are her greatest fears at this moment?


2. As Katniss thinks about Gale, she cannot help but compare her close relationship with 
him to her conflicted relationship with Peeta. Explain her thoughts on the matter. What 
is the biggest difference between the two relationships, according to her?


3. What surprising announcement does Haymitch make at the end of the chapter? What is 
the significance of it?
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Chapter 9


Vocabulary


agonizing – extremely painful; unbearable
aloof – distant, detached, cool
anecdote – a short and amusing story
banal – dull; trivial; ordinary
banter – playful conversation
despise – to hate 
eccentric – odd, unusual, quirky 
elusive – hard to define or pin down; mysterious
ferocity – savagery, fierceness
gossamer – delicate, sheer, filmy
ludicrous – ridiculous, absurd
provocative – attractive; seductive
radiant – bright; shining, dazzling
reproachful – disapproving, critical; accusing
rigidity – stiffness
self-deprecating – critical about oneself or modest in a humorous manner
sullen – moody, gloomy, pouting
tremulous – nervous; shaky, quivering
unrequited – unreturned 


1. What is Katniss’s first reaction to Peeta’s decision to be coached separately? What are her 
thoughts on the situation after the initial shock?


2. Why are the tribute interviews important? How can they help or hurt the contestants?


3. Why is Katniss’s coaching session with Haymitch discouraging? What does he want her 
to do during the interview?
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4. Briefly summarize what happens between Katniss and the redheaded girl. What does the 
girl do, to Katniss’s surprise? What is the girl trying to communicate to Katniss when she 
touches her lips and then points at Katniss’s chest?


5. Describe how Cinna helps Katniss succeed at the interview. What important advice does 
he give her? How does this advice differ from that of Haymitch and Effie Trinket?


6. As Katniss watches the host, Caesar Flickerman, she finds herself thinking about the 
differences between the Capitol and the poorer districts in regard to such things as age 
and beauty. In what ways do the standards of beauty in the Capitol differ from those in 
District 12? In your experience, is contemporary American society more like the Capitol 
in this regard, or is it more like District 12? Give reasons to support your opinion.


7. What final question does Caesar Flickerman ask Katniss? How does she respond?


8. On what dramatic note does the chapter end?
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Part II: “The Games”


Chapter 10


Vocabulary


aghast – shocked; horrified 
assent – agreement, approval 
barren – empty, bare
breached – broken through
catacombs – a system of underground tunnels and chambers
concealment – the state of being hidden or covered up
delectable – delicious, tasty
din – noise, racket
eludes – escapes; avoids 
entourages – groups of people who accompany and assist an important person 
frigid – freezing 
ruminating – thinking, pondering 
silhouette – a dark profile or outline
tawny – yellowish-brown in color


1. Katniss is so furious with Peeta that she violently shoves him, causing him to crash into a 
large urn that shatters and cuts his hands. Why is she angry with him?


2. According to Haymitch, how will Peeta’s confession of love help both Katniss and Peeta 
in the Games? How does the public now view the couple? What famous Shakespearean 
couple is the author alluding to here?


3. Do you think Peeta’s declaration of love for Katniss is sincere, or is it just a ploy to get 
sponsorship?
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4. What final words of advice does Haymitch give to Katniss and Peeta? 


5. Explain what Peeta means in the following quote. What is most important to him, and 
why? Does Katniss seem to share his concerns?


“I want to die as myself…I don’t want them to change me in there. Turn me into some kind of 
monster that I’m not.”


6. Still resentful of Peeta following their heated conversation, Katniss bitterly thinks to 
herself that he will probably “turn into one of those raging beast tributes” like Titus. Who 
was Titus, and what happened to him?


7. What happens to each arena after that year’s Hunger Games has ended? Can you think of 
any examples of this practice in our own world?


8. What is the final item that Cinna places on Katniss’s outfit?


9. Identify at least two more references or similarities to ancient Rome in this chapter.
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Chapter 11


Vocabulary


alliances – partnerships
brutish – rough; violent 
casualties – deaths 
dehydration – the condition that results from a lack of water
devising – planning
directive – an order or command 
dispersed – scattered; gone away
equidistant – at equal distances 
evolve – to change gradually 
invaluable – extremely useful or necessary
provisions – supplies 
reflexively – without thinking; automatically
rejuvenating – refreshing, reviving
serrated – jagged, saw-like
void – a completely empty space; nothingness


1. What is the Cornucopia, and why is it dangerous?


2. List the items that Katniss is able to acquire before fleeing into the woods. What important 
object is she unable to retrieve?


3. What do the cannons signify? Describe the thoughts that Katniss has about Peeta after 
hearing the cannon shots.
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4. While spending the night in her hiding place in the tree, Katniss awakens to find that 
another tribute has built a fire nearby. Why is building the fire a stupid and dangerous 
thing to do, according to Katniss? What happens to the tribute who made the fire?


5. What shocking discovery causes Katniss to nearly fall out of the tree at the end of the 
chapter?
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Chapter 12


Vocabulary


abstain – to resist; to go without
deluded – deceived, fooled 
dynamic – a system or scheme
foliage – trees, plants, and shrubs
foresight – the ability to look forward and make sensible decisions
gall – nerve; rudeness
imprudent – reckless; unwise
perplexed – puzzled, confused
scarcity – a shortage or lack
simpleminded – foolish, stupid
unrelenting – endless, constant
vegetation – plant life 


1. Summarize Katniss’s thoughts about the fact that Peeta has apparently teamed up with the 
Career Tributes.


2. What does Katniss overhear as she eavesdrops on the Career Tributes’ conversation? What 
are her thoughts regarding Peeta’s possible motives? 


3. Katniss is constantly aware of the fact that the cameras are on her. In what ways does she 
attempt to utilize this fact to her advantage? Provide at least two examples from the chapter. 


4. Katniss becomes sick and dehydrated as she desperately searches for water. At one point, 
she assesses her options. List the four options she comes up with.
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5. Katniss makes a verbal request for water so that the cameras will hear it. However, no 
water is forthcoming. After much anger and confusion, she finally realizes that Haymitch 
must be withholding the water from her for a reason. What is the reason? Does Haymitch 
turn out to be right or wrong?


6. After settling down for her second night in the woods, Katniss is suddenly awakened. What 
causes her to wake up? What seems to be happening, according to her limited description?
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Chapter 13


Vocabulary


abate – to lessen, to decrease
blissfully – joyfully; wonderfully
bravado – boldness or courage meant to impress
circuitous – roundabout, indirect
conspiratorially – in a secretive and scheming way 
gingerly – carefully, gently
gruesome – horrible, hideous
incompetent – lacking in skill or ability; useless
quell – to suppress or stifle
unscathed – not damaged or harmed
vipers – poisonous snakes


1. Who starts the fire, and why?


2. As Katniss sits on the ground suffering from the agonizing burns on her calf and hands, she 
hears Cinna’s voice in her head. What ironic image comes to her mind at this moment?


3. Earlier in the novel, Katniss had worried that her size would keep her at a disadvantage. 
In what way does her small stature and light weight now become a great help to her? 


4. As darkness descends, Katniss finds herself looking into the eyes of a creature in a 
neighboring tree. Who does this creature turn out to be?
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Chapter 14


Vocabulary


astronomical – extremely high; huge
befuddled – confused, puzzled
disfigured – deformed, mangled 
disoriented – confused; lost, off-course 
eradicated – destroyed; eliminated 
hyperventilating – breathing abnormally fast
penetrate – to pierce through 
persevere – to keep going, to persist
precariously – dangerously, unsafely
putrid – rotten, foul-smelling
reprieve – a period of temporary relief
sated – satisfied 
uncomprehendingly – without understanding; blankly


1. What is a tracker jacker, and what can it do to a person?


2. After her initial attempt at sawing off the branch that contains the tracker jacker nest, 
Katniss returns to the fork in the tree to find “the best surprise” she has ever had. What 
does she find?


3. How does Katniss utilize the tracker jacker nest as a weapon against the Career Tributes 
that are lying in wait for her beneath the tree?


4. Why does Katniss risk her safety to return to the site where Glimmer’s body lies?
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5. By the end of the chapter, Peeta has once again saved Katniss’s life. How has he done so? 
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Chapter 15


Vocabulary


anoint – to rub or smear 
coexist – to exist at the same time, in the same place, or together in peace
leaching – draining
manifest – to appear 
noxious – disgusting, horrible; toxic
onslaught – an attack or assault
parsnip – a type of root vegetable related to the carrot
pervades – fills; spreads through
stamen – the male reproductive organ of a flower 
surreal – bizarre; dreamlike; unreal 
tentatively – with caution; hesitantly
wispy – thin, delicate
wracked – ruined, destroyed 


1. The tracker jacker venom causes Katniss to experience repeated nightmares consisting 
of all the things she dreads most. What does this effect indicate about the power of the 
Capitol? What might the creatures symbolize?


2. As Katniss tastes the honeysuckle nectar, what memories come flooding back to her? 
What thought from her current situation ultimately breaks through her daydream?


3. What does Katniss propose to Rue? What is Rue’s response?
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4. As Katniss and Rue talk, they compare and contrast their respective districts. What district 
is Rue from, and what do the people do there? Describe the ways in which Rue’s district 
differs from Katniss’s.


5. Why does Katniss think that the Gamemakers might be censoring the conversation 
between her and Rue?


6. When Rue sees the glasses in Katniss’s pack, she gasps. What does she know about the 
glasses that Katniss does not? What are they really used for?


7. What does Katniss reveal about Peeta as she and Rue settle down for the night? What 
information does Rue give to Katniss in return?


8. Katniss tells Rue that if Peeta did intentionally save her, then it must have been part of 
his act: “You know, to make people think he’s in love with me.” Why does she not want to 
admit that Peeta may have saved her for unselfish reasons?


9. At the end of the chapter, Katniss says that she has a plan. What do you think her plan 
involves?
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Chapter 16


Vocabulary


accomplice – a partner in crime 
copse – a thicket of trees
dexterity – skill, agility 
forages – searches for food
hideous – ugly; frightful; horrible 
meticulous – careful, thorough; accurate
misgivings – doubts, worries
proximity – nearness 
rendezvous – to meet 
wily – clever, sly, crafty


1. Summarize Katniss’s thoughts before falling asleep in the tree with Rue. What unpleasant 
thought remains in the back of her mind?


2. How does Katniss plan to foil the Career Tributes? Why does she think this plan will work?


3. What jolts Katniss awake the next morning? What thought comes to her mind?


4. What more does Katniss learn about Rue in this chapter? For example, what is Rue’s home 
life like? What does she love most in the world?
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5. Why does Katniss offer Rue her mockingjay pin? Why does Rue refuse to take it?


6. How does Rue plan to use the mockingjays as a means of communication between her 
and Katniss?


7. What role does Rue play in Katniss’s scheme?


8. As Katniss makes her way along the stream, she finds herself preoccupied with several 
unanswered questions. What are these questions?


9. What does Katniss learn about Peeta as she eavesdrops on the Career Tributes’ conversation?


10. Explain how the Career Tributes have booby-trapped the pyramid of food and supplies. 
How does this account for their puzzling decision to team up with the scrawny boy from 
District 3?
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11. For several moments, Katniss is perplexed by the problem that the booby-trapped pyramid 
poses for her plan. Suddenly, however, she sees a solution. What does she decide to do? 
Does it work? 
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Chapter 17


Vocabulary


acrid – bitter; harsh; sharp
compensate – to make up for 
decadent – luxurious, lavish, extravagant
famished – extremely hungry; starving 
fragmenting – breaking up into pieces
illuminating – lighting up 
invigorating – refreshing, energizing
salvage – to save or recover


1. What happens to Katniss as a result of the blast?


2. What does Cato do to the boy from District 3, and why?


3. After the cannon shot signaling the latest death, Katniss counts the surviving tributes. List 
the tributes that are left at this point in the story.


4. As Katniss watches the fox-faced girl from her hiding place, what thought crosses her 
mind? Why does she quickly rule out this idea?


5. What is a “hollow day,” according to Katniss?
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6. Summarize the dramatic conclusion of the chapter. What happens to Rue?
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Chapter 18


Vocabulary


avenge – to take revenge on behalf of someone else
banish – to drive out 
capacity – ability 
despondency – sadness, misery, depression
eerily – strangely; in a frightening or mysterious way
embedded – lodged in place; implanted
fretful – upset; irritable
impotence – a lack of power; helplessness 
inducement – incentive, encouragement, motivation
lethargy – a lack of energy; sluggishness 
materializes – appears; comes out
melodic – sweet-sounding 
novice – a beginner 
precedes – comes before 
ravings – wild, angry speeches
vulnerable – weak; defenseless 
wreathing – surrounding; encircling; covering


1. As Rue is dying, what promise does Katniss make to her?


2. What final request does Rue make of Katniss? How does Katniss respond?


3. Why is a child’s lullaby an appropriate song for Katniss to sing to Rue? How might the 
lullaby be understood in metaphorical terms?
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4. After singing to Rue, Katniss cannot bring herself to leave the girl. Identify the metaphor 
she uses to describe Rue as she gazes at her.


5. Explain what Rue’s death forces Katniss to confront about her feelings for the Capitol.


6. What words of Peeta’s come to Katniss’s mind at this point in the story? What is significant 
about Katniss’s recalling them?


7. Describe what Katniss does to Rue’s body. What does she want to show the Capitol through 
this act? In what way is it an act of rebellion?


8. Describe the gesture Katniss uses as she says her final goodbye to Rue. What does the 
gesture mean, and why is it significant that Katniss makes it for Rue?


9. That evening, Katniss receives her second gift from a sponsor. What is this gift, and why 
is it special?
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10. Throughout the morning, Katniss is so depressed that she cannot even bring herself to do 
the simplest tasks. What eventually forces Katniss to start moving?


11. What does Katniss find herself wishing that she could tell Peeta?


12. Why is Katniss now determined to win the Games? What does she want to achieve through 
winning?


13. As Katniss tries to sleep that night, she keeps replaying in her mind Rue’s death and her 
own killing of the boy from District 1. Summarize her thoughts. Why is she upset about 
the boy?


14. What shocking announcement do the Gamemakers make at the end of the chapter? What 
is the reason for it, in your opinion?
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Part III: “The Victor”


Chapter 19


Vocabulary


alleviate – to ease or relieve 
ambush – a surprise attack 
assailants – attackers 
caliber – the quality or level of 
demeanor – behavior; attitude 
dissipate – to dissolve; to disappear
evade – to avoid or escape
festering – rotten, decaying 
incapacitated – disabled; helpless
levity – playfulness, merriment 
loathe – to hate 
pariahs – outcasts
peruse – to examine carefully 
revolting – disgusting, sickening
ruse – a trick or hoax
scrupulously – thoroughly 
sheepishly – in a guilty or awkward manner
unprecedented – ground-breaking; never done before 


1. According to Katniss, what is the likely reason for the Gamemakers’ decision to change 
the rules? What realization does she now come to regarding Peeta?


2. Describe the condition that Peeta is in when Katniss finds him. What are his injuries? 
How has he managed to stay hidden from the other tributes for so long?


3. How is Katniss able to help Peeta? What does she do for his injuries?
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4. What is the next sponsor gift to arrive? Explain the message that Katniss thinks Haymitch 
has intended to send to her with the gift. What does she do in response to this message?
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Chapter 20


Vocabulary


carcass – the dead body of an animal
exasperation – frustration; irritation 
giddiness – excitement, happiness, merriment
plummeting – dropping suddenly or dramatically 
reluctantly – in a grudging or unwilling manner
stalemate – a standoff, a deadlock
tethered – tied, bound 
venison – deer meat 
wheedles – coaxes 
yearling – an animal that is between one and two years old


1. What causes Katniss’s heart to drop into her stomach when she unwraps Peeta’s wounded leg?


2. Describe the new announcement that follows the sound of the trumpets. What is Katniss’s 
response to it? What is Peeta’s response?


3. After Katniss and Peeta argue about attending the feast, another sponsor gift arrives. What 
is it? How does it help solve Katniss’s dilemma?


4. Explain whether you agree with Katniss’s decision to knock Peeta out with the sleep 
medicine. Was there anything else she could have done under the circumstances? How 
would you have handled the situation?
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Chapter 21


Vocabulary


emanating – radiating; flowing out
emergence – the act of appearing or coming into being
exquisitely – finely, superbly; delicately
forte – a specialty; a strong point
irreparable – beyond repair 
ominous – threatening, menacing 
sadistic – willfully cruel
savor – to enjoy; to take delight in
severity – seriousness; the extent of
staunch – to stop; to hold back
undefeated – unbeaten
undetectable – not noticeable; invisible


1. As Katniss lies awake that night, she finds herself once again thinking of Gale. What are 
her thoughts?


2. How does Katniss manipulate the audience just before she leaves for the feast?


3. Just as Clove is about to kill Katniss, someone comes up from behind and pulls Clove off 
of her. Who saves Katniss’s life this time, and why?


4. What is in the backpack that Katniss has retrieved from the Cornucopia?
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Chapter 22


Vocabulary


exorbitant – unreasonably high; excessive 
fabricated – made-up, untrue 
haggard – worn; tired 
haltingly – in a hesitant or uncertain manner 
irreverent – rude, disrespectful; bold
plaintively – in a sad and mournful way 
rabid – infected with the rabies virus 
respite – a temporary period of rest or relief 
riveting – thrilling; fascinating 
simultaneously – at the same time 
sinister – evil, threatening
tainted – polluted, spoiled, fouled 
tirades – angry rants 


1. When Katniss explains that Thresh had let her go because he did not want to owe her 
anything, Peeta has a hard time understanding it. What example from her and Peeta’s own 
past does Katniss bring up to illustrate the point?


2. When Katniss asks Peeta why he had given her the bread, he replies, “Why? You know 
why…Haymitch said you would take a lot of convincing.” What do you think Peeta means 
by this statement? 


3. As Katniss and Peeta find themselves in desperate need of food, Katniss decides to use the 
romance strategy in the hope that Haymitch will send them something to eat. However, 
a thought suddenly occurs to her as she flirts with Peeta. What is it, and what might it 
imply about her feelings for him?







44


The Hunger Games  STUDENT COPY


  STUDY GUIDE


4. After Katniss almost confesses to Peeta that she worries about what life would be like 
without him, he kisses her. How does this kiss differ from the previous ones?


5. What does Peeta reveal about his father in this chapter?


6. Summarize the story of how Peeta’s crush on Katniss began. What made him fall in love 
with her?


7. Explain Katniss’s thoughts and feelings after Peeta finishes his story.


8. Dramatic irony occurs when the reader, or another character in the story, knows more 
about a given situation than the protagonist does. What truth has the reader essentially 
known all along that Katniss has remained ignorant of? How does she gradually become 
conscious of the possibility of this truth after Peeta’s story?


9. When Peeta says to Katniss, “Well, I don’t have much competition here,” what does 
Katniss say, and why is it difficult for her to say it? In your opinion, is she being truthful, 
or is she responding this way for the benefit of the cameras?
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10. What happens as a result of Katniss’s response to Peeta and the subsequent kiss?
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Chapter 23


Vocabulary


acquisition – gaining, obtaining 
discomfort – uneasiness; distress
extricating – freeing, removing
ideally – under perfect conditions
noncommittal – not expressing a definite opinion; vague
peevishly – in a grumpy or irritable manner
repellent – sickening, disgusting 


1. For the first time, Katniss and Peeta wonder how Haymitch won the Hunger Games. 
What conclusion do they come to? How does Katniss come to a better understanding of 
Haymitch and the possible reasons for his alcoholism?


2. As Peeta and Katniss prepare their dinner, the image in the sky reveals that another tribute 
has been killed. Who is it, and how does Katniss feel about this person’s death?


3. One of the novel’s major concepts concerns the questionable authenticity of “reality” 
television. Explain how this concept is emphasized as Katniss looks out at the moon after 
the rain stops. What other elements of unreality can you identify in the Games?


4. What is the Victor’s Village? Describe Katniss’s thoughts as she considers what her life 
would be like in the Victor’s Village. How are her thoughts on the matter related to the 
concept of identity?
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5. Why does Katniss vow to never have children?


6. What does Katniss predict her relationship with Peeta might be if the two of them make 
it home?


7. Who dies at the end of the chapter, and how? In what way is Peeta responsible for this 
tribute’s death?
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Chapter 24


Vocabulary


deplete – to drain; to use up
dissonant – disagreeable with regard to sound; jarring
oblige – to gratify or please
unhinged – disturbed; mentally unstable; crazy


1. Aside from Peeta, Katniss, Rue, and perhaps Thresh, very few of the tributes have appeared 
as sympathetic figures. How might you argue that Foxface is a sympathetic character?


2. Why does Katniss stop Peeta from throwing away the deadly berries?


3. What are Katniss’s assumptions about Cato in this chapter? What might be his weakness, 
according to her?


4. Identify an example of foreshadowing in the chapter.


5. What have the Gamemakers done to drive the remaining tributes together?
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6. Describe the alarming development at the end of the chapter. What is Cato desperately 
running from?
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Chapter 25


Vocabulary


asphyxiation – death from lack of air; suffocation 
attributes – qualities, characteristics 
callously – cruelly, heartlessly
disclosed – revealed, made known
hollowly – without feeling; vacantly
inadvertently – accidentally, without intent 
revoked – cancelled, withdrawn; annulled 
tourniquet – a strong bandage or tie that is used to stop blood loss
vengeance – revenge, payback


1. Describe the creatures that have leapt out of the woods to menace Katniss, Peeta, and Cato.


2. What does Katniss suddenly realize as she looks into the human-like eyes of one of the 
creatures? What worries her the most about the creatures?


3. Explain how Katniss saves Peeta from Cato. How does Peeta help her to accomplish this feat?


4. The suffering of others as a form of entertainment is a major theme in the novel. How is 
this theme emphasized as Katniss and Peeta listen to Cato’s terrible moaning? Why do the 
Gamemakers not just order the mutts to kill Cato and put him out of his misery?
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5. How does Cato ultimately meet his death?


6. After the hovercraft retrieves Cato’s body, Katniss and Peeta wait for one to retrieve them, 
as the Games should now be over; however, nothing happens. Suddenly, the voice of 
Claudius Templesmith thunders into the arena. What announcement does he make? 
What is the reason for this announcement?


7. After the announcement, what does Peeta do with his knife? What does Katniss do with 
her bow? Why do they take these actions?


8. What do Peeta and Katniss do in the final scene of the chapter, and why? What is the 
result of their action?
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Chapter 26


Vocabulary


apprehensively – anxiously, fearfully 
benign – kind; gentle, harmless
cadences – accents; tones 
calculated – planned, designed 
contrived – artificial, unnatural 
ecstatically – with great joy or excitement
enviously – jealously 
feral – wild, untamed 
garish – showy, flashy
indeterminate – indefinite, uncertain
prominent – noticeable
unassuming – modest; not showy


1. What is Katniss’s immediate reaction when she sees the doctors begin to work on Peeta? 
Why does she react this way?


2. What shocks Katniss when she sees her face reflected in the glass door?


3. The first thing Katniss wants to do when she finally is able to leave her room in the 
hospital is to see Peeta, to make sure he is alive and okay. However, she is not permitted 
to see him just yet. Why?
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4. As they work on Katniss’s hair and makeup, the members of the prep team excitedly 
rattle on about the Games. Why does Katniss need to tune them out to keep from hating 
them? How does their reaction to the Games differ from that of the people in District 12, 
according to Katniss?


5. After Cinna dresses Katniss, she notes that the appearance he has created for her must be a 
“very calculated look.” Describe the look that Cinna gives Katniss for the closing ceremonies. 
Why do you think he gives her this particular look?


6. What does Haymitch whisper to Katniss before the ceremony as she waits below the stage?


7. In what way had the apparent double suicide attempt been an act of rebellion in the 
Capitol’s eyes? Why does Katniss describe the upcoming ceremony as “the most dangerous 
part of the Hunger Games”?
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Chapter 27


Vocabulary


disproportionate – unequal, unbalanced 
gauzy – lightweight, delicate, and sheer 
inaudible – impossible to hear 
insidious – harmful in a subtle way; stealthy
instigator – someone who starts trouble
intoxicated – drunk 
misled – tricked, deceived 
objectively – in a detached manner, without being influenced by emotion
ornate – lavishly decorated 
palpable – almost able to be felt; obvious, clear 
rapport – a bond formed through communication and understanding
segue – to move from one state or situation to another 


1. According to Katniss, the editors responsible for condensing all of the footage into a 
three-hour program must do so by choosing a particular story to tell. What type of story 
do they decide to tell this year?


2. How do the editors present Rue’s death? Explain what they leave in and what they choose 
to leave out. What are their reasons for these decisions, in your opinion?


3. What does President Snow do when he takes the stage after the highlights are shown? 
How does Katniss describe the look that the president gives her? What message is he 
sending with this look, according to Katniss? 
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4. Later that night, Katniss leaves her room to look for Peeta on the roof. Not finding him 
there, she goes back to bed but is still unable to sleep. What does she decide to do at 
that point, and how is her plan thwarted? Describe the ominous feeling that the incident 
leaves her with.


5. What does Caesar Flickerman reveal about Peeta’s leg that Katniss had not been aware of? 
Describe her reaction to this news.


6. What is Caesar’s final question for Katniss? Quote her response. Do you think she is 
successful at convincing Caesar and the viewers of her love for Peeta?


7. Explain how Katniss reclaims her identity in this chapter. How does she transform herself 
back into the person she was before the Games? How does the recovery of her true identity 
affect her relationship with Peeta?


8. What causes Peeta to question Katniss’s feelings for him? Explain his reaction to this 
newfound awareness.


9. Summarize Katniss’s thoughts when she sees Peeta the following day. What does she wish 
she could tell him concerning her behavior during the Games, her feelings toward him, 
and why a romantic relationship between the two of them seems hopeless to her?
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10. What does Peeta do as the train pulls into the station, and how does Katniss respond?


11. What is Katniss dreading as the novel comes to a close? How can the last line of the book 
be interpreted on more than one level?
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