
WRITING ASSIGNMENT #2
Monster

Writing to Persuade

PROMPT
Petrocelli calls Steve–and others like him who steal and do not respect other people’s
rights–monsters. Yet, in the book (written from Steve’s point of view) we do not see Steve as a
monster.  Your assignment is to be Steve and write a letter to Petrocelli convincing her that you
are not a monster.

PREWRITING
Make a list of all the things in the book that show Steve as being human, not a monster.

Use things that show he has feelings, things that show his actions were not out of disrespect for
others’ rights, and things that show his participation as innocent or at least benign. After you
complete your list, sort through what you have written to choose the best points to make. 

DRAFTING
Write an introductory paragraph in which you (Steve) reminds Petrocelli that she called

you a monster, what that meant to you, and the fact that you are not really a monster.
In the body of your letter use the examples you jotted down to make convincing points to

show Petrocelli that you (Steve) are not a monster. Share your thoughts and feelings as well as the
facts to make your arguments more convincing.

In a concluding paragraph, let Petrocelli know that since you are not a monster at all–since
you are, in fact, a pretty good guy who just happened to get caught up in something–you should
not share the guilt equally with James King.

PROMPT
After you have finished a rough draft of your letter,  revise it yourself until you are happy

with your work. Then, ask a student who sits near you to read it and tell you what he/she likes
best about your work and what things he/she thinks can be improved.  Take another look at your
letter keeping in mind your critic's suggestions, and make the revisions you feel are necessary.

PROOFREADING
Do a final proofreading of your paper double-checking your grammar, spelling,

organization, and the clarity of your ideas.

DUE DATE _________________
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