
The Catcher In The Rye

Terms and Definitions

Digression – an interruption of the main action, accomplished by telling stories unrelated to
the main plot. This serves to provide background information, explain character motiva-
tion, establish interest, build suspense, and inform the reader of the action to come.

Flashback - a scene that interrupts the ongoing action in a story to show an event that hap-
pened earlier.

Foil - a character whose qualities or actions usually serve to emphasize the actions or quali-
ties of the main character, the protagonist, by providing a strong contrast.  On occasion,
the foil is used as a contrast to a character other than the main one.

Hyperbole - exaggeration for emphasis; overstatement. Example:  I’ve told you a million
times to…

Irony - a subtle, sometimes humorous perception of inconsistency in which the significance
of a statement or event is changed by its content.  For example:  the firehouse burned
down.

Metonymy - the use of a related item to stand for the thing being discussed. Example: “The
White House said yesterday…” means the government of the United States, the
President, or the Administration. 

Simile - a comparison between two different things using either like or as. Example: I am as
hungry  as a horse.

Synecdoche – using a part of something to stand for the entire thing. Example: “I spoke to
Big Mouth yesterday.”
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